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Motorists search for parking spaces in a crowded lot at NECC Haverhill. 


Parking gripes 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


Full of burdensome responsibili- 
ties and rushed morning routines, 
getting to school on time can be a 
tedious process. 

First, the use of a spatula may be 
required to pry yourself out of bed at 
some ungodly hour and, while clear- 
ing away the morning cobwebs, we 
unfortunately have to think at the 
same time: Is our homework done? 
If so, where is it? If not, do we have 
time to scribble something and still 
get credit? 

Do we have any idea what we’re 
wearing? 

Are our animals or kids (same 
thing, right?) taken care of? 

Is there any time for breakfast? 

Teeth brushed? 

Hair fixed? 

Shoes on? 

With a hurried sigh, we finally 
get our morning chores done, and 
even fight through New England traf- 
fic ferociously enough to get to 
school on time. 

Oh, but you forgot about it, did- 
n’t you? One essential issue still 
remains, and it mocks you every day 
like an eight-year old prodigy child 
who keeps beating you in chess: find- 


ing a place to park. 

A 5.2 percent increase in student 
body and the presence of massive 
snow banks have created a scarcity of 
convenient parking in Haverhill cam- 
pus student parking lots No.’s 4-7, 
where most NECC students seek 
spots. 

For early bird students who 
arrive on campus before 7:30 a.m., 
parking isn’t an issue. But many 
don’t have their earliest class sched- 
uled until 9:00 or 10:00, times by 
which hellacious scrambling for a 
space to prop the wheels is a daily 
hassle. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 8-2 pm, Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8 am-12 pm and evening class 
hours (6-9 pm) Monday-Thursday 
were identified by Registrar Kevin 
Stanley as peak traffic hours on both 
the Lawrence and Haverhill campus- 
es. 

There are a total of 1,862 parking 
spaces on the Haverhill campus, and 
only the 230 in Lot 3 are reserved for 
staff and visitors. Lot 1, the campus’s 
largest parking lot with 512 spaces, 
currently has 112 spots occupied by a 
Commercial Drivers License organi- 
zation. This still leaves 400 spaces 
availible in Lot 1 and 1,520 spots 
availible for students campus-wide, 


See parking, page 8 
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The Music Club 
takes off 


Big changes may be 
in store for NECC if 
Romney 5 plan passes 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Gov. Mitt Romney’s: dreaded 
budget plan for next year was 
released on Wednesday, Feb. 26, and 
according to President David 
Hartleb, many changes were “the 
exact opposite of what we hoped.” 

Layoffs and tuition hikes will hit 
NECC if Romney’s plan to slash the 
higher education budget by 36 per- 
cent goes into effect. 

The Romney administration 
released two new _ proposals. 
According to Hartleb, the first is 
Romney’s budget proposal for FY04. 
The second is a proposal to reorga- 
nize higher education. 

While the budget is a major con- 
cern, the higher education reorgani- 
zation proposal has drawn much of 
the negative attention. 

“This proposal raises more ques- 
tions than answers,” Hartleb said. 

According to Romney’s propos- 
al, each college would no longer 
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receive a budget from the legislature, 
which was the system in the past. 
According to Hartleb, this plan will 
instead send the state’s money, or 
“roll-up,” for all 20 colleges to the 
Board of Higher Education. The 
board will then distribute a certain 
amount of money to each college 
based on an unspecified formula. It is 
believed that this formula will be 
broken down as followed: two-thirds 
on enrollment and one-third on per- 
formance. 

Another major change this plan 
proposes is the consolidation of the 
state’s colleges. All 29 colleges 
would be consolidated into six 
regions. NECC would be in the 
Northeast region along with North 
Shore Community College and 
Salem State College. An even more 
serious fate could be in store for col- 
leges such as Fitchburg State, which 
will be combined with Mount 
Wachusett Community College to 
make one college. 

While the consolidation of 
Northern Essex, North Shore, and 
Salem State will not be to the 
extreme of creating one school, 
major changes would be in store. 
Hartleb said that the schools would 
form a regional board that would 


OLLEGE 


7 Fashion 


A new fashion 
disaster 


Layoffs, tuition hike? 


make the decision involving the bud- 
get. This board would be made up of 
the head of the Board of Trustees 
from each college, and another eight 
people that would be appointed by 
the state. 

“It creates a new layer of bureau- 
cracy,” said Professor Joseph 
LeBlanc, who is the vice president of 
the statewide faculty union, in a 
release. 


ey a 


This proposal raises 
more questions than 
answers. 


-President 
David Hartleb 


One of the most anxiety-inducing 
elements of the new system would be 
the consolidation of jobs. 

According to a release from 
Romney’s office, the plan proposes 
to “consolidate, where appropriate, 
administrative functions.” 

According to Hartleb, the boards 

See Budget, page 6 


College helps fight terrorism 


By IAN WITTENBER 
Contributing Reporter 


If you want to see the frontline of 
the war on terrorism, look no further 
than NECC. 

NECC is part of the state-wide 
Anti-Terrorism Unified Response 
Network, or SATURN. 

SATURN is a program designed 
to “support intergovernmental co- 
operation,” according to Vice 
President of Administration Mark 
Andrews. 

Andrews explained that SAT- 
URN will help increase communica- 
tion and co-operation among police, 
fire departments, and community 
colleges in the event of a terrorist act 
or other emergency. 

The SATURN program will 


make NECC’s equipment available 
to the police and fire departments. 
Andrews also noted that if there were 
some kind of hazardous chemical 
spill close to the college, the fire 
department could use necessary 
equipment being kept here at NECC 
instead of having the equipment 
transported from far distances. 

“It’s like a mutual support sys- 
tem,” Andrews said. He said that the 
local police and fire departments 
have a list of our equipment for easy 
access. 

Since the SATURN program 
started, a few changes have been 
made to increase on campus to 
increase safety. Three emergency 
defibrillators are on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses and security has 
been trained on how to use them. The 
SATURN program is also related to 


new security cameras that are hoped 
to be set up on the Haverhill campus. 

Each building on the Haverhill 
campus has also been assigned a fac- 
ulty monitor and has an emergency 
supply kit. The faculty monitors have 
been trained to respond to emergency 
situations and report any suspicious 
activities. 

The emergency kit is stocked 
with a variety of supplies. Some 
things include diabetic “Life Savers,” 
a pillow and latex gloves. 

Deaf Culture seminars are also 
sponsored by SATURN. 

With these resources in place, 
NECC has yet to use any of them 
against terrorism. 

When asked if NECC was ever 
threatened with terrorist actions, 
Mark Andrews responded, “No.” 
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A strange time 
to be in college 


Editorial 


“What a strange time to enter 
college.” That is the thought that is in 
the minds of many current college 
students and high school graduates. 

Massachusetts, a state that is 
known for its college tradition, is fac- 
ing major changes in the way higher 
education is managed. 

Governor Mitt Romney’s recent 
budget and realignment proposal for 
the 29 college campuses in 
Massachusetts promises to change 
the dynamic of the way colleges are 
run. It also has many students think- 
ing “why now?” 

Romney’s proposed budget plan 
calls for a whopping 36 percent bud- 
get cut for FY04. 

A budget cut as crushing as 36 
percent, if passed, will cause colleges 
to cut many programs. 

That would hurt students because 
they will be forced to transfer to 
other colleges because their major is 
cut. 

Budget cuts would also force col- 
leges to cut funding for student activ- 
ities. Main activities are already 
receiving very little funding, having 
it cut would be a major blow to the 
club. 

Groups such as the Top Notch 
Players at NECC would more than 
likely not be able to be funded to 
build a new stage because the school 
would not have the extra money. 

But the state promises to help 
offset the cuts, with measures such as 


raising the tuition of community col- 
leges by five percent. 

While that may help the school, it 
again hurts the average college stu- 
dent who already has to struggle to 
pay for college. 

An even more confusing concept 
for college students is the idea of 
realignment. 

Along with so many other deci- 
sions, a student who is looking to 
enter college or transfer to another 
college has to take notice that that 
college may be merging with another 
college. 

Even schools like NECC would 
be affected by consolidation. 

While it appears NECC will still 
be the same school after the possible 
moves, it would still be affiliated 
with North Shore Community 
College and Salem State College ina 
strange marriage of sorts. 

This will lead to a combination 
of certain jobs and courses. So a stu- 
dent may have too look all three col- 
leges and figure out which carries the 
course before they decide. This adds 
extra stress to a student. 

None of these moves, however, 
are set in stone. There is still hope 
that these extreme measures will not 
be put into effect. 

The House of Representatives 
and Senate still have to pass these 
plans before they go into effect. 
Therefore, concerned people have to 
hope that they make changes. 

After so many years of no major 
changes, a college student has to 
wonder, “Why now?” 

Well, maybe it won’t be. 
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How do the rising gas prices 


affect you? 


Nathan Cote, Liberal Arts/History 
“It drains money I don’t have that I 
could use towards school and other 
things.” 


Mike Burns, Liberal Arts 

“T have a long commute to work so 
it means I will have to spend more 
money on gas.” 


Josh Terry, General Studies 

“It used to take me $15 to fill the 
tank in my car and now it takes 
about $20. It’s horrible.” 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Ryan Burke, Journalism 
“Tm broke and I need to pay for 
school.” 


Michelle 
Education 
“IT don’t earn enough money to fill 
the tank anymore.” 


Milliken, Elementary 


Effie 


Koutzakiozs, Business 
Management 
“I’m very mad and I don’t like it. I 


have to constantly fill up my tank.” 
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The state of the United States in the year 2003 


Where are we now as 


a country in the year 
2003? 


MICHAEL BOUCHER 


When a 
rock hits water, 
the water rip- 
ples in ways 
that reflect and 
refract _ light. 
The “wavy” 
effect almost 
signifies the 
future of every- 
thing to come 
and everything 
that has past. The present is signified 
when the water sits still as though it’s 
waiting for that wave of strong winds 
to push it forward. 

Events in life are the same as the 
movement of water. It’s hard to 
believe that one’s actions can affect 
more people than one’s self. The 
water can look like it’s coming and 
going. Time can look the same way 
when you look at your life in the 
whole bigger picture. 

My life at home is fine thankfully 
because my parents still have their 
jobs but not everybody is so fortu- 
nate. The thought of war looms over 
everyone’s head. Will we go to war? 
Will we not? What will happen? 
Things seem to enter into a slow 
motion until the UN inspectors were 
allowed to inspect for weapons in 
Iraq. 

Once the UN inspectors entered 
Iraq, the audience of America 
exhaled. The two referees of our 
country for the world, the war entre- 
preneurs, George W. Bush and Colin 
Powell give Iraq another chance to 
rectify themselves but Bush warns 
time is running out. Condoleezza 
Rice promotes war in The New York 


Times by giving reasons to why 
another country must burn within the 
fires caused from bombs dropped 
from US planes. 

This winter, North America expe- 
rienced a deep cold period. It’s almost 
like death itself was knocking on 
everyone’s door. Foreign politics 
respond by sending more troops to 
the Middle East. Our economy tum- 
bles and more jobs are lost because 


net’s apparent concerns don’t help us 
either. 

Workers striking in Venezuela 
don’t help our war cause. It hurts our 
gas prices too. SUVs are a big prob- 
lem with people. Car companies 
counteract the issue by offering great 
deals on SUVs. Gas prices start to 
rise. 

The economy continues its down- 
ward fall. Is there an end to this mad- 


already know what’s going to happen 
but we’re just waiting for the first 
moves. I’m referring to the war. We 
all know that President Bush has gone 
way too far into rallying up a massive 
force to crush Saddam and his evil 
regime. 

The water begins to flow as the 
climate becomes slightly warmer and 
the snow falls relentlessly. There goes 
our drought. Where do we put all the 


A Marine waits not too far from the Iraqi border. He awaits the time he will serve his country. 


soldiers are going to a war that hasn’t 
started yet. War has become a word of 
propaganda. The media abuses the 
topic like another Don King incident. 

Like we couldn’t see the cold 
coming, there is also the threat of ter- 
rorism to worry about. The cold was 
always there. Just like the cold, ter- 
rorism has always existed. It’s a year 
round deal. The terror is the only 
thing we notice. People get paranoid 
when they can’t see the threat that 
may harm them. Changing the threat 
level to “High” doesn’t help us. The 


~ constant media reminder doesn’t help 


us. And the president and his cabi- 


ness? More troops are sent to the 
Middle East. The UN inspectors are 
now under heavy pressure. They’re 
more worried than Saddam is. Tony 
Blair has less than 30 percent of the 
population of Great Britain support- 
ing him. President Bush’s support is 
faltering also, at 50 percent of the 
total population. 

I’m at home trying to keep warm. 
It’s been getting colder around here. 
The month is February. Southern 
crops are in danger. Heavy snowfall 
is predicted in the weather. The water 
sits still because it is frozen. Time 
itself seems to be at a stand still. We 


snow? What happens if the snow falls 
again? Individual states only have 
enough money to deal with snow 
from one and only one snowfall. 

President Bush says, “It’s the last 
straw”... Prime Minister Blair is get- 
ting heckled by his own party... Our 
country’s most important allies 
France, Germany, Russia, and Turkey 
are working against us... They are 
saying let the UN inspectors do their 
jobs. Without Venezuela, we will 
have to tap into our own oil reserves. 
More troops are sent to the Middle 
East... 

It snows again. This time we have 


a winter storm close enough to be 
considered a blizzard. Most of the 
East Coast is hit with one or two feet 
of fluffy, powdery snow. The East 
Coast states have no money to move 
the snow. Some states even declare 
snow emergencies within some cities 
in their state. Haverhill had a snow 
emergency. Our college was closed 
on that Tuesday after President’s Day. 

Gas prices reach an all time high. 
Fourth highest gas prices ever record- 
ed so far. The average rate for regular 
unleaded gasoline per gallon is $1.66. 
Hans Blix, the U.N. Chief Weapons 
Inspector, is pressured to give Iraq an 
ultimatum. Iraq made these Al- 
Samoud missiles that are capable of 
launching a few miles farther than the 
UN allowed. President Bush found 
his smoking gun. 

Peace rallies occur all over the 
world. People finally demonstrate 
without fear about how they dislike 
the idea of war. Now everything 
against war is in play. The audience 
of America no longer wants to play 
the game. The referees know the 
game cannot end. The opponent 
refuses to put down their sticks (the 
Al-Samoud missiles). The game con- 
tinues. The audience reluctantly 
watches. I patiently wait for results. 

I would never imagine being 18 
would be so rough to experience. The 
adult world is not a happy place. 
Crime increases and state budget cuts 
are the norm. The unexpected 
becomes front-page news. Ninety-six 
people die in a nightclub in Rhode 
Island. 

The water is frozen again for the 
cold hath returned. Time is slowly 
moving. Today is February 25, 2003. 
I’m writing this story. Another big 
snowfall is predicted in the weather 
forecast. Hopefully Saddam will have 
started destroying his Al-Samoud 
missiles by then. If not, things will 
probably get worse. The water 
reflects and refracts light when the 
water is disturbed. Only time can tell 
if that disturbance will be war... 


Public safety 


Dear Editor, 


In the recent slam down on enter- 
tainment clubs it has come to my 
attention that we can be pretty igno- 
rant sometimes. 

For years we have blocked out 
boring lectures on fire safety from 
airplane stewardesses, movie theater 
previews, and other major events. 
You see people roll their eyes as 
informants explain the nearest exits 
and what to do in case of a fire. We 
see ourselves as in disposable and 
therefore have no need to waste our 
priceless time with useless informa- 
tion. 

There were approximately 300 
people in The Stadium that night. 
One third of those people never 
made it home to their loved ones that 
night. What was intended to be a 
night of enjoyment and good music 
turned into a night of terror. What 
really bothered me is that no one 
sought other exits. As several news 
reporters stated, these people only 
knew of the door they entered in and 
did not have time in the panic to seek 
out other alternative exits. I think 
that this is a horrible tragedy but in 


everything we must seek way in 
which to make this the only tragedy 
of its kind. 

Club owners should be investi- 
gating ways in which to make their 
clubs safer. Larger exit doors, 
brighter exit signs, the realization 
that any club that packs 300 people 
needs sprinkler systems, fire retar- 
dant walls, these are just some of the 
things that need to be heavily 
weighted when looking into club 
safety. 

We also need to control the num- 
ber of people allowed into these 
clubs and have more strict limits to 
capacity. The fact that pyrotechnics 
was used that night is of course the 
most heavily disputed. Few people 
stop to realize this was only half of it. 
A cigarette or lighter could have also 
started an uncontrollable blaze and 
this was obviously not very well pre- 
pared for. I think as we learn from 
this horrible tragedy we realize the 
importance to improve the standards 
for any public event. 


Chris Pagliuca 
NECC Student 


Security solution 


Dear Editor, 


While the Observer cover story 
“High Security” seemed to me to 
be a balanced story, I did want to 
inform the college of a meeting that 
happened before this Observer 
came out. On Friday Feb. 14, Vice 
President Mark Andrews, Vice 
President Paul Bevilacqua, Glenn 


Beal, the security chief, Jim 
Murphy, theater professor, 
Assistant Dean Catherine 
Sanderson, Alison Pistone, 


Facilities Coordinator and I met to 
discuss the need for security at Top 
Notch Players and other events. 

From now on it will be neces- 
sary to have one security guard at 
all weekend productions in order to 
provide a quick response if there is 
a medical emergency and to protect 
the college’s liability. The bottom 
line is that the college can not 
afford a lawsuit. 

For this semester, the cost of 
security will be picked up by the 
administration, for which we are 
most grateful. In the near future the 
service will be paid for by the Top 


Notch Players. The suggestion to 
raise ticket prices to cover the addi- 
tional cost is one we will consider, 
but shrinking budgets for student 
activities have forced us to raise 
ticket prices twice in the last seven 
years. We may look for alternative 
ways to fund security. All present 
agreed that if the Top Notch 
Players are paying for this service, 
the guard will be responsible to us. 

Eagle Security graciously 
donated their services for Collegial 
Capers for both the performances 
that weekend. This was not perhaps 
the “major crisis” it might have 
appeared to be. All involved came 
to the table with a willingness to 
discuss the situation and to com- 
promise where possible. The end 
result will be a safer environment 
to welcome the public. 


Susan Sanders 


Professor of Threater and 
Adviser, Top Notch Players 


Send Emails to either the 
Observer newsroom: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
, or Michael Boucber: 
brillo_boucher@yahoo.com 
, or Debra Tsantarliotis: 


musaco2@aol.com, 


or drop letters off in our 


newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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Why do people insist on not 


wearing their seat belts? 


According to the Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles, statistics 
show that there is a car crash every 
15 seconds. 

Every 13 minutes someone is 
killed from a car crash and wearing a 
seatbelt saves over 11,000 lives every 


year. 

Even after knowing this facts 
there are still people that are still not 
wearing they’re seatbelt. 

If wearing a seatbelt is going to 
help me keep my life, then I’m buck- 
ling up. And I ask you why are you 
still not wearing yours? 

First up, wearing your seatbelt is 
the law in Massachusetts and if you 
are pulled over by cop without it you 
will get a citation for everyone in the 
car who isn’t wearing a seatbelt 
including yourself. 

If you are like me, then you want 
to safe all the money you want. 

For example, one day I was on 
my way to school, when I got pulled 
over and if I hadn’t been wearing my 
seatbelt I would’ve gotten a ticket, 
but that didn’t happen. 

Another reason why you should 
buckle up is that if you are involved 
in a car crash and you are not wear- 
ing your seatbelt you will be thrown 
out of the car and will end up on the 
pavement. 

All I say is wear a seatbelt and 


prevent something like that from 
happening. 

I don’t know about you but I 
wouldn’t like to be thrown all over 
the place after a crash. 

Just the other day I heard that 
there was a head on collision and one 
of the drivers died because he wasn’t 
wearing the seatbelt; but what actual- 
ly killed him wasn’t the crash, he 
died because he was to close to the 
airbag when it deployed. 

You shouldn’t put your trust only 
on airbags if you have them, because 
if you crash your body will keep on 
moving and when the airbag deploys 
it might hit you in the face or even 
cause death. 

But if you wear your seatbelt, it 
will stop your body at least long 
enough for the airbags to deploy. 

I can’t believe that anyone could 
think that putting a seatbelt is too 
much when it could save your life. 

In other words be smart 
and wear your seatbelt. Show your 
friends and family that you care 
about your life and maybe then they 
will start wearing theirs too. 

Unless you want to wait until 
something happens or until it’s too 
late to change; and then you’ll dare 
say “if I only knew.” 

I feel safe when I have my seat- 
belt on and that is why I have it on at 
all times. 


Top Notch players don’t get the 
financial support they deserve 


Yet another 


controversy at 
Northern Essex. To say I am 
shocked would be a lie because 
let’s face it, this administration at 
this school had more issues than TV 
Guide. 

Students smoking, recycling on 
campus, and finding a spot to park 
have all been major issues for both 
the students and faculty in recent 
months. 

Yet, one of the most important 
issues of all has been hashed over 
and still is not settled. 

I know that this has been dis- 
cussed to death, but the fact that 
Northern Essex does not have a 
stage is ridiculous. Now to add to 
the fact that the administration has 
done nothing, they feel the need to 
begin charging clubs extra money 
for the security. 

Mark Andrews has the audacity 
to tell club leaders that they need to 
work the cost into their budget, the 
very budget that the college has cut 
due to the budget crisis. 

As an actor with the Top Notch 
Players, I have seen people turned 
away at the door because the Top 
Notch Theater isn’t big enough. 
People are coming out to enjoy the 
shows that Jim Murphy, Susan 
Sanders, and all of the actors work 
so hard to put on. 

As if sending away the people 
who come out to support the arts 
wasn’t bad enough, we are also 
turning away their money. Money 
that the clubs need to keep going. 

If we had a theater, there is no 
doubt that it would sell out most 
shows, thusly earning the club more 
money and sending people away 
thinking about a great show rather 
than irritated that they weren’t 


allowed in. 

Also, as the quality of Top 
Notch goes, it is one of the best. 
The actors are dedicated to putting 
on great performances and Jim 
Murphy is a master of the director- 
ial craft. 

For proof of this you need only 
to look at the results of the recent 
American College Theater Festival. 
Top Notch players Charlotte 
Gulezian, Owen Provencher, and 
Paul Melendy all made the finals, 
as well as Allan Mayo making it 
into the semi-finals. 

Top Notch is lucky to have 
actors the caliber that is does and it 
all goes to show that the theater is 
and forever will be an undying art 
form. 

Yet despite whatever awards are 
won or people are turned away, I 
highly doubt that it will have any 
effect on the administration of our 
college. They seem to be at home, 
wallowing in their ineptitude. 

To cut the budgets of the clubs 
and then tell them they must pay for 
security is ludicrous. 

I find it hard to believe that our 
administration can raise a few mil- 
lion dollars for a new technology 
building, yet paying a few extra 
hours of a security guard’s salary 
seems to be an un fathomable to 
them. 

A stage would mean more 
money for all the performing arts 
clubs, as the Music Club, Dance 
Club, and others could share the 
space. More money for the clubs 
means extra money to pay for secu- 
rity could be earned quite easily 
and at no cost to our administration. 
All they need is a little common 
sense. 


The closed box of gender identity 


Bavseen 
before a 
child is 
born, soci- 
ety starts 
the process 
of molding 
and shaping 
its gender 
identity. 

Once the 
gender of 
the unborn child is discovered 
parents and relatives go out 
and buy all blue for the little 
boy or pretty pink for the little 
girl. 

Not even out of the womb 
yet, and society is already 
establishing the child’s role in 
society. 

Why is it that boys are 
expected to play with trucks 
and action figures, and girls 
are given baby dolls, tea sets, 
and Barbie to play with? 

I remember one year for 
Christmas, I opened-up a 
package and the box was for a 
transformer or some toy of that 
nature and I was so excited. 

I was like “yes”! but then I 
opened up the box and there 
was a porcelain doll in it. I 
was so devastated and disap- 
pointed that I got nauseous. 

“What is the point of a 


Superheroes are 


porcelain doll” I thought to 
myself, “all you do is look at 
ita; 

It’s funny, but from the 
moment a girl learns to speak, 
it seems, the learning process 
of being a mother begins. 

She learns to take care of 
her dollies feeding them with 
pretend baby bottles, she rolls 
them around in a_ pretend 
strollers and puts them to bed 
it their crib. 


See Se 


Not even out of the 
womb yet, and soci- 
ety is establishing 
the child’s role in 
society. 


But then again once girls 
reach adolescence there is so 
much negativity surrounding 
teen mothers it’s like-contra- 
dictory to what you were 
taught as a child. 

Being a mother is condi- 
tioned into most young girls’ 
minds, it’s no wonder we have 
sO many young teenage girls 
on welfare roaming around. 

Another thing, why do 
women need to wear make-up? 
Why is it such a strange thing 
if a girl decides to not wear 


make-up? 

My mom always says to 
me, “you’re so beautiful, but 
you should put a little make up 
on.” And my _ response is 
always, “Why? To hide my 
face?” 

Why don’t men wear make- 
up? If they do, then they are 
considered to be gay. It’s often 
the same with women who 
don’t wear make-up. 

Even with job occupations 
you get the same kind of trash 
stereotypes. 

When a guy says that he is 
a nurse more times than not 
you will get a couple chuckles 
from people in the room. 

A nurse has always been 
considered a woman’s job. A 


female carpenter gets the same’ 


reaction out of people. 

It’s a “man’s” job. Most 
people would automatically 
call her butch or dyke. 

It really irritates me that 
even in the year 2003 people 
still put stereotypes on gender. 

Why can’t we buy our 
young babies unisex colors 
and buy them unisex toys and 
let them find their own ideas 
of what it means to be a boy or 
girl. 

If parents and society put 
less emphasis on forming and 
structuring gender identity 
then there would be less room 
for prejudice in the world. 


t reserved 
or the big, screen. 
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spacks core. Think duick an tse 
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All war signifies the dark side of the human race 


Is war practical if 
more of our loved ones 


are going to war? 


While the 
debate is still 
firing up in the 
United States, 
in the minds of 
our average cit- 
izens two ques- 
tions remain 
the same: 

Asm ait 
worth going to war, and what are we 
going to obtain as a nation from 
going to war? 

2. Is the war on terrorism and 
Osama bin Laden and his Al Queda 
network being used as a trampoline 
to draw attention away from Bush’s 
real point of interest—Saddam 
Hussein—that dates back to the 90’s 
when his father George H.W. Bush 
was president of the United States? 

While this is a conversation of 
national interest, for journalists 
around the globe, and for our whole 
nation, it is a topic that seems to 
have transformed itself into a pro- 
longed mental exhaustion filled with 
tension, concern and worries of not 
knowing what lies ahead in the 
future. 

Lately news stations have been 
saturated with news, such as the 
United Nations’ investigations that 
revealed a new threat against our 
nation, and not too long ago NBC 
news reported that another audio 
recording was found, presumed to 


Who’s to 


People wonder why 
this tragedy occured 


I don’t understand how 97 peo- 
ple can be dead, and there is no one 
to blame...yet. 

You have the band members of 
80’s punk rock group Great White 
and owners of the recently burnt 
down Rhode Island club, The 
Station, pointing fingers at each 
other. Both claim that the fire that 
took place on Thursday, February 
20th, was not their fault. 

Lead singer of Great White, 
Jack Russell, explained to reporters 
several times that the band’s man- 
ager had been in contact with the 
club, and the club gave them per- 
mission to use pyro during their 
show. 

The owners (and _ brothers), 
Michael and Jeffrey Derderian 
claim that they had no knowledge 
of the fact that the band was going 
to use the pyrotechnics. At first, I 
believed them. 

However, I then heard that the 
technician was there early in the 
morning setting up for the show, 
with club employees there, and no 
one stopped him while setting up 
for the pyrotechnics. 

I am not saying that they defi- 
nitely knew, but if they were there 
while the technician was setting up 
for the show, why didn’t someone 


be Osama bin Laden, stat- 
ing that the United States 
was prone to suffer anoth- 
er terrorist attack, but this 
time by using biochemical 
explosives. 

As a reader and I, as a 
journalist, make our own 
speculations and raise our 
own conclusions for these 
two questions. 
Meanwhile, I have taken 
upon myself to be the 
devil’s advocate. I brought 
up these two questions for 
you to think about. My 
main focus really is the 
feelings of those whose 
loved ones are being draft- 
ed and their uncertainty of 
not knowing if they’II ever 
see them again alive. 
People may not some- 
times think about our sol- 
diers and the families they 
leave behind, but that is 
without a doubt the gray 
dark side of war. 

You often hear, “We 
should defend the democ- 
racy of our nation as we 
protect and save the lives 
of our citizens.” 

But is it really saving 
the lives of our citizens and 
putting to rest the memory 
of those who died in the 
9/11 tragedy when we’re 
sending soldiers off to war 
with what seems to me a not 
valid, clear or justifiable 
reason? » ” 

To me sending our sol- 
diers to fight is like offering 
more life to Saddam 
Hussein so he can extermi- 
nate and, through this, cause 
more pain. 


Peaceful protestors in Atlanta, GA display their dislike for a war with Iraq. 


These soldiers know what they’re facing 
when they enroll in the army, and they 
have a sense of loyalty, duty, and 
responsibility towards our nation. 


You also see more often sol- 
diers marrying in a flash because 
they want to go off to the 
unknown with the peace of mind 
that they have established a bond 
with that special person of either 
sex that they have fallen in love 
with. 

You also see mothers and 
fathers saying goodbye to their 
son or daughter, wives saying 
goodbye to their husbands, and 
parents saying goodbye to their 
newborn babies or kids. They 
express uncertainty in their faces 
as tears run down their cheeks. 
» This occurs always with one 
, thought in mind: the knowledge 
that they could come back in a 
casket. Scenes like this are heart- 
breaking to see. 

These soldiers know what 
they’re facing when they enroll 
in the army. They have a sense of 
loyalty, duty, and responsibility 
towards our nation. I’m sure it 
doesn’t take away the fact that it 
almost feels that this could 
become a massive massacre that 
could never end. 

War has made us this nation 
come together in one way or 
another. This has been shown 
even in local colleges such as 
Northern Essex, where peace ral- 
lies have been held by students and 
staff to show their feelings of oppo- 
sition against the possibility of 
going to war. 

The option remains the same 
and you as a reader can make your 
own conclusion. | wouldn’t like to 
conclude this piece without saying 
to our army forces: best of luck, 
warm hugs and kisses from a whole 
nation that hopes and wishes you 
all to come back home safe and 
alive: 


blame for the fire in Rhode Island? 


stop them? 

The club was not huge, so there 
was not a lot of space separating 
them. My guess is it was pretty 
obvious as to what was being set up. 
And, from what I have heard, the 
band hired a company to set up the 
pyro. 

If the company came to the door 
asking to be let in because they 
were setting up pyro for the band, 
wouldn’t someone have said that 
the band did not have permission to 
use them? Someone had to know 
what was going on, and no one 


been seen since the statement. And, 
it has been said that they have not 
been answering questions from any- 
one. It would really help their cause 
if they would give the people some 
answers. 

It is making them look a little 
suspicious. Jeffrey’s statement was 
heart felt and it was extremely sad, 
had me teary eyed. And, as his fam- 
ily held him up because he couldn’t 
stand was just as heart wrenching. 

I do believe that he feels guilty 
(who wouldn’t), and that definitely 
put me on their side, but now I’m a 


and rocking out to the music. Only 
a few noticed that it was time to get 
out before the whole place was on 
fire. I mentioned drinks. I don’t 
mean bottles of water or juice even; 
it was alcohol. So, these fans were 
drinking during the opening acts, 
and then still drinking as Great 
White came out on stage. Let’s be 
honest then. The people in that club 
were not thinking as clearly as they 
would have been if they were sober. 
That’s not to say that everyone there 
was drunk...some just weren’t pay- 
ing attention. Maybe it’s just me, 


employed at the but if I saw some- 
club stopped it. C 6 thing lighting on 


Besides, 
other bands have 
claimed that the 
club has allowed 
pyrotechnics for 
different shows. 
What would 
make this one 
different that they would not allow 
it for the Great White show? 

If they have allowed the use of 
such things before, this shouldn’t 
have been any different. And, it 
leads me to believe that the band 
really may have had the permission 
to use them. 

If the owners want to stick by 
their story, then I think it’s time to 
start answering questions from the 
media. 

They are not helping their case 
by hiding behind doors. Jeffrey 
gave a statement after the fire, but 
answered no questions. 

Neither he nor his brother has 


If the owners want to stick by their 
story, then I think it’s time to start 
answering questions from the media. 


bit weary because they won’t say 
anything to the press. If you’ve got 
nothing to hide, then talk to people 
about it. 

I also need to bring up this 
point, even as bad as it is to say this, 
a little bit of this blame lies on the 
patron’s shoulders. No, they did not 
know that the pyrotechnics may or 
may not have been allowed, but 
when you see the stage on fire, a 
light bulb should have gone on in 
their heads, and they should have 
gotten out. It clearly shows on the 
video tape that even as the back of 
the stage was lighting on fire, the 
people were holding up their drinks 


fire, | would have 
been out of there. 

However, those 
that were trying to 
get out (during and 
after), were present- 
ed with a problem: 
not enough exits. 
Instinct tells you to go out the way 
you came. But, some would have 
known better. The club had four 
exits. 

That’s all fine and dandy, but 
what good are two of those exits if 
they are no where to be seen by the 
customers? Behind the bar and in 
the kitchen isn’t exactly the first 
place the patrons would think to 
look for exits. There were only two 
visible to them. One of those exits 
being the entrance. How could a 
club that packs people in nightly not 
have more exits in case of emer- 
gency? People were breaking 
through windows to get out! That’s 


not supposed to be happening! 

Speaking of in case of emer- 
gency. The club had no sprinkler 
system. It was said that the club was 
not required to have them because it 
was not a large club. 

Even so, every place should 
have a sprinkler system. There is no 
building around that has no chance 
of ever being caught on fire. 

As soon as the fire started and 
the smoke was rising, the sprinklers 
would have gone off and probably 
saved a lot more lives. Instead, and 
as grotesque as this is, we had burn- 
ing inside that building with noth- 
ing to save them in the least. 

The patrons that got out could 
hear the screaming of others, see 
the lights die, and bodies of those 
trying to escape piled up by the 
entrance. 

It is so scary, and even sadder, 
to think of what was going on in 
that building and how many lives 
were lose on a night that was meant 
to be for fun. 

In three minutes fun turned to 
horror. It’s hard to know what to say 
to something like that. 

All I know is this: something 
like this could easily have been pre- 
vented. 

Yes, there would have been 
deaths (and there is always danger 
present at a concert with high audi- 
ence attendance and what not), but 
at least the casualties wouldn’t have 
been so high, and a lot more people 
would be at home right now instead 
of fighting for their lives in a hospi- 
tal room...or not even alive at all. 
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Campus Cushman crashes; ‘student’ steals classes 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


Three pocketbooks were lost 
within two days in early February to 
highlight what was a rather unevent- 
ful month for the NECC security 
office. Also noteworthy in this 
month’s Observer incident reports, 


which are derived directly from the 
campus crime log, is that one of the 
little golf cart-looking things 
(referred to as “campus Cushmans’’) 
got in a minor accident with a vehicle 
driven by a student. With the way 
those oddly shaped vehicles wistfully 
troll around campus; it is fortunate no 
one was injured. In fact, I’m happy to 
announce that no injuries were 
reported this month, although one 
student smacked their head getting 
onto the campus shuttle. Janitors dis- 
covered evidence that a BB gun had 
been fired at a Student Center win- 
dow, but I’m telling you too much. 
Read on! 


2/10/03: A campus Cushman 
vehicle collided with a student’s 
vehicle. No injuries were reported. 


2/10/03: A student’s pocketbook 
was found in the Spurk building 
lobby. It was returned to the owner 
soon after. 


2/10/03: A student’s pocketbook 
was found in the Lawrence campus 
cafeteria and returned soon after. 


2/11/03: The pocketbook of a 
visitor was left in the computer lab. 
The abandoner came to pick it up at 


the security several days later. 


2/12/03: An NECC teacher 
reported a person trying to attend 
class without being registered or pay- 
ing. 


2/12/03: Campus janitors clean- 
ing windows in the Student Center 
discovered and reported that one of 
the building’s windows had been 
shot by a BB or pellet gun. There 
was no way of knowing when the 
window was shot at. 


2/12/03: A student fell on the 
stairs between Buildings “B” and 


Romney Budget plan to effect NECC 


Continued from page | 

would oversee the consolidation 
of certain services such as human 
resources. It seems that these jobs, 
along with the jobs that involve 
working with the budget, would be 
done by a group working for all three 
schools. That would cause many jobs 
for each school to become unneces- 
sary, leading to layoffs. 

“I anticipate many layoffs,” 
Hartleb said, but he declined to com- 
ment on where the layoffs would be 
coming from. 

The consolidation of jobs is a 


PART- 


major part of Romney’s budget plan. 

“Instead of taking money, they 
want to save money by eliminating 
jobs,” Hartleb said. 

Another issue is that the move 
takes power away from local boards. 
According to Hartleb, “It seems logi- 
cal to assume that the local college 
Boards of Trustees will have a dimin- 
ished authority with the power that is 
being given to the Regional 
Coordinating Councils.” 

LeBlanc added that it is “strip- 
ping away most of the power of our 
local trustees.” 


TIME 


JOBS 


Hartleb believes that is a nega- 
tive because local boards keep the 
welfare of the local consumers in 
mind. If boards with no contact with 
the community have control, they 
may not have the best interest of the 
local community in mind. 

Budget cuts, however, are in the 
future for colleges. 

According to a release from 
Hartleb, the rollup proposed for next 
year, FY04, would total $49,975,687 
for all 29 college campuses. That 
would be a 36 percent cut from the 
$859,965,221 total that the colleges 


WITH 
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You can get up to $23,000* for 
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*UPS Earn & Learn Program Guidelines Apply. 


FULL-TIME 


received this past year, FY03. 

The budget plan and reorganiza- 
tion plan do, however, take steps to 
offset the cuts. One example of this 
would be a planned five percent 
increase in tuition for community 
colleges. Hartleb said that these off- 
sets would potentially reduce this 
budget cut. 

Hartleb felt that it was important 
to state that none of these plans are 
definite. The plan must now go to the 
House of Representatives, and then 
to the Senate. Each group will craft 
their own version of the plan. 


> 


“RE.” No injuries were reported. 


2/13/03: A student boarding the 
campus shuttle banged their head on 
the frame of the vehicle’s doorway. 
No injury accompanied the smack. 


2/25/03: A student reported that 
the bed liner had been stolen from 
their Ford Ranger pickup truck. 
Paint on the truck’s bed rails was also 
damaged. 


2/26/03: A campus janitor report- 
ed that their car was hit between 
10:30 am and 3:30 pm, with damage 
to the driver side fender. 
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By RYAN BURKE 
Contributing Reporter 


It seems that most NECC 
students are unaware of the long- 
running program that is Joint 
Admissions. This is somewhat 
disappointing because this pro- 
gram allows a student guaranteed 
admission into the state school of 
their choice, as long as the stu- 
dent keeps at least a 2.5 GPA. No 
questions asked. 

Every state school in 
Massachusetts is a part of Joint 
Admissions, with the exceptions 
of Mass. School of Art and Mass. 
Maritime, which have specific 
requirements. Not only is the 
transferring student guaranteed 
admission with a 2.5 GPA, but if 
their GPA is 3.0 or higher, 1/3 
will be saved on their tuition for 
that school. This doesn’t include 
additional fees, which tend to 
make up for the more expensive 
part of the bill, but when apply- 
ing to a school of a larger size, 
1/3 off the tuition is definitely a 
good thing. 

Signing up for the Joint 
Admissions program literally 
takes about five minutes. A The 
form must be filled out, which is 
obtainable in the Academic 
Advising Offices. Signing your 
name on a one page form 
requesting to be a part of Joint 
Admissions for that particular 
school is all it takes to get start- 
ed. This was created to give 
every student, regardless of GPA, 
access to a four-year school. 

Students who excel as well 
as those who struggle are encour- 
aged to sign up for this program. 

“It waves application fees, 
saves time, is easier, and 98 per- 
cent of the time there is no 


Are you interested 
in transferring 
to UMASS? 


Speak to UMASS 
Representative during 
campus visit. 


Date: March 5th 
Time: 10am-1pm 
Location: “C” 
building lobby 


Interested students 
should 

be sure to bring an 
unofficial transcript, 
available from the 
Registrar. 


Joint Admissions 
a big help 


required essay to write to get in 
to your school,” said Grace 
Dimmick, head of Academic 
Advising. 

The ideal time to sign up for 
Joint Admissions is one semester 
before you plan on graduating at 
NECC. 

“Thirty college credits is 
ideal,” Dimmick said. 

You must also fill out an 
Intent to Enroll form to let your 
school of choice know that you 
are serious about applying. If you 
meet the specific requirements 
with the Joint Admissions pro- 
gram, you cannot be denied into 
the school you signed up for. 

Though most schools do not 
require an essay to be filled out 
in order to assess your standing, 
certain schools will ask for a 
portfoilio. While enrolled in the 
Joint Admission program, stu- 
dents can still apply for financial 
aid, which is a plus for any stu- 
dent. Deadlines are nothing to 
scoff at, especially with the bud- 
get crisis the way it is. 

In order to be selected for 
priority Financial Aid, you must 
fill out a FASFA form by the 
strict deadline, otherwise you 
will not be put in the priority list 
and once funds run out, you are 
left in the cold. 

I cannot.express the benefits 
of Joint Admissions enough to 
any student who wants to trans- 
fer to a four-year school. If you 
still have questions about Joint 
Admissions, do yourself a favor 
and go to the Academic Advising 
office. It’s located in the same 
hall as the Registrar, so stop by 
and ask about what programs are 
offered. 

These five minutes may vast- 
ly improve your life as a college 
student. 
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Security issue resolved 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


A resolution has been reached in 
the controversy involving the place- 
ment of extra security at events at 
NECC, according to reports from 
Mark Andrews, the vice president of 
administration, and Professor Susan 
Sanders, who is the faculty adviser to 
the Top Notch Players. 

“It’s all resolved,” Andrews said, 
“we just needed to communicate.” 

“We had a very civil meeting,” 
said Sanders. 

Andrews, Sanders and other 
members of the faculty and adminis- 
tration met in Friday, Feb. 14 and 
came to an agreement that worked 
for all parties involved. 

Both sides agreed that the extra 
security was needed to help and pro- 
tect those attending and involved in 
an event. The guards need to be sta- 
tioned outside the school and inside 
the auditorium in case of an emer- 
gency. 

They agreed to have one guard 
for every 100 people in attendance, 
and the guards would each be paid 
for four hours of service, which 
would total $60. 

As for the concerns on how to 
budget the guards, the administration 
will pick up one half of the cost and 


the other half will be taken care of by 
the Student Affairs Committee, for 
this year. That was agreed upon due 
to the fact that this measure had not 
been decided upon until after the 
year’s budget had been set. 

“It was never about the cost,” 
said Andrews. 

The security bill, however, will 
have to be picked up by the clubs 
next year. 

“We are not thrilled to have to 
cover the cost,” Sanders said. 

To cover the cost, the Players 
and other clubs will have to raise 
ticket prices to cover the cost. Since 


OTA lee 


We just needed to 
communicate. 


—Mark 
Andrews 


tickets have already been printed for 
they year, ticket prices could not be 
raised until next year. 

As in the past, all clubs will 
report their plan to events coordina- 
tor Allison Gagne, who will schedule 


the appropriate amount of security. 
That makes it easier for club advisers 
because they do not have to worry 
about security. Gagne is also respon- 
sible for setting up other programs 
such as maintenance and booking the 
room. 

A “banner computer system” is 
also run by Gagne, which allows any 
user to access information on what is 
booked and what is opened. It also 
shows the security and other services 
that are assigned to the event. 

In the Feb. 19, 2003 Observer it 
was reported that there was an issues 
involving whether extra security 
guards need to be in attendance dur- 
ing an event at NECC, and if so, how 
they should be paid. 

Sanders, who is the faculty 
adviser to the Players, first raised the 
issue after being billed for extra 
security for one of the Player’s per- 
formances. Sanders was upset 
because she did not request that 
security and was not made aware that 
it would be present. 

Sanders was bothered by the fact 
that she was being told to pay for 
security that her group was being 
forced to have. 

Andrews defended this security 
measure by saying that the security 
was necessary. It is necessary for lia- 
bility purposes and convenience. 


Exercise your right to free speech. 


Drop off letters to the Observer newsroom 


— in the Behrakis Student Center. 
_ Oremail us: observer@necc.mass.edu 


pring 


School of Human Services 


field 


C ©: LL LEB Gs 


WEEKEND COLLEGE FOR ADULTS 


Bachelor's Programs in Human Services 
& Criminal Justice 
500 Commercial Street, Manchester NH 03101-1131 


603-666-5700 or 800-727-0504 x106, Rose Bresnahan 
shsmanchester@spfldcol.edu 


Page 8 NECC Observer 


March 5, 2003 


After tragedy, club safety is a concern 
i  ¢ eee 


I'll go out eventually, but for now, I would 


BYNICOLE KOTZIAS 
Contributing Reporter 


“Right now, to go to a club would 
be kind of scary,” said Adaliz Robles, 
a liberal arts major at Northern 
Essex. Her statement reflects the 
anxiety and uncertainty many people 
share about the safety of public 
places, particularly nightclubs, foll- 
wing the Feb. 20 burning of ‘The 
Station’ in West Warwick, R.I., 
which claimed the lives of 97 people. 

“Pll go out eventually,” Robles 
said, “but for now, I would think 
about it twice.” 

If Robles does decide to quench 
her thirst for a bit of nightlife in 
Lawrence, increased regulation and 


inspection of local clubs and bars 
may offer some reassurance. 

“The city of Lawrence is going to 
write an ordinance (regarding night- 
club safety) that is stricter than cur- 
rent Massachusetts regulations,” said 
Joseph Marquis, Chief of the 
Lawrence Fire Department. 

Currently, Massachusetts law 
requires inspection of bars and night- 
clubs twice a year. In Lawrence, the 
Department of Fire Prevention in is 
charge of these inspections. 

“During an inspection, Fire 
Prevention looks for several things, 
including emergency lighting, clearly 
marked exits and the width of aisles 
and hallways,” Marquis explained. 

“The city of Lawrence will be 
putting together a task force com- 


think about it twice. 


—Adaliz Robles, 
NECC student 


the Lawrence Fire 
Department, the Lawrence Police 
Department and the Licensing 
Commission. The task force will do 
walk-throughs of local nightclubs, 
and if a nightclub is not in compli- 
ance with the ordinance, it will suffer 
consequences.” 


prised of 


Marquis said that a “combination 
of things” make nightclub fires par- 
ticularly chaotic. 

“It’s night time, the lighting is 
dim, people usually have had one or 
two drinks, and this adds to the con- 
fusion,” he said. 

If a small fire were to break out 


in another public place such as a 
mall, the circumstances would be dif- 
ferent. 

“It’s day time, people are alert, 
and they are already walking (in a 
mall),” he explained. 

Marquis urged students to avoid 
believing that such a terrifying situa- 
tion as being trapped inside a burning 
building “could never happen to 
them.” Instead, he he encouraged 
proactive behavior when frequenting 
nightclubs. 

“Keep your eyes open,” he said. 
“Find out where the exits are, espe- 
cially where the fire exits are located. 
Make sure all the exits are clear, and 
if a club appears too crowded, don’t 
go in.” 


Parking: seeking spots outside of lots 4-7 encouraged 


Continued from page | 


many of which Vice President of 
Administration Mark Andrews called 
“underutilzed.” 

“There’s actually plenty of park- 
ing, but most students don’t want to 
park in Lots one and two, for exam- 
ple, because they’re so far away from 
the Spurk building, where most of 
their classes are being held,” said 
Andrews. “If students park in Lots 1 
or 2, they could enjoy something in 
the ‘F’ building café before their 
classes and have a much quicker exit 
leaving the campus. 

“T think it has a lot to do with the 
winter season. Who wants to walk 
across campus and back when the 
wind chill is minus five degrees? 
We’re hoping that when spring comes, 
students will be more open to utilizing 
the spaces availible in lots one and 
two.” 

Plans have been unvieled for the 
contruction of a state-of-the-art tech- 
nology center, which will be located 
between Lot | and the Student Center. 
The new building will include ten new 
classrooms, a music hall and a photo 
lab and a vast array of programs will 
be moving from the Spurk building 
side of campus to the area adjacent to 
the ‘F’ building Student Center. 

“Through the location planning 
process of the new technology center, 
student parking was put at a premium. 
We wanted to make it as convenient as 


possible, and we decided to have the 
building put next to the largest park- 
ing lot on campus (lot 1). We’re hop- 
ing the location of the new building 
will encourage students to use the 
spots availible in Lot 1,” Andrews 
explained. 

Some students have resorted to 
parking in non-designated areas near 
the Spurk building, which can cause 
traffic blocking and obstruction of 
view for vehicles exiting and entering 
the congested lots. 

“Half the places people park 
aren’t even actual parking spots,” said 
Patrick Arnold, a sophomore majoring 
in Graphic Design at NECC. “People 
don’t look for parking spaces, they 
look for wherever their car fits.” 

Students aren’t the only ones who 
have parked illegally. Twice in late 
January a Continuing Education 
employee left their van parked in the 
road adjacent to building “F” and in 
the 20-minute drop off zone for sever- 
al hours, once requiring a security 
guard to assist vehicles around it. 

Security Chief Glen Beal attribut- 
es the parking problems to laziness. 

“Basically people are too lazy to 
walk,” Beal said. “It’s really frustrat- 
ing, what’s going on. Not parking in 
designated spots is illegal and a real 
problem because if firemen or other 
authorities show up for an emergency, 
they need access to the buildings and 
they don’t have that if people are 
parking wherever they want.” 


Jared Pendak photo 
This sign may misguide students to believe that lots 4-7 offer the only 
parking available to students. 


Some students actually seek spots 
within the last rows of lots 4-7 at the 
Haverhill campus because it avoids 
having to creep through other traffic 
and pedestrians on the way out of the 
campus. 

“T like parking (in the back of 


lots 4-7) because it’s easier to get 
out,” said History major Mike Couti. 
“T just don’t like walking back to my 
car with all these snowpiles. Cars 
leaving can’t see you until they’ve 
almost hit you”. 

“We’ve watched the parking situ- 


ation very carefully and we monitor 
the usage of lots. Our top priority is 
to make the college accessible to all 
students and the location of the new 
building will be a step in that direc- 
tion,” Andrews said. 


Parking Availability on NECC Haverhill Campus 
(* Lot #3 is the only lot unavailable to students.) 


180 spaces 


Lot #5: 257 


Lot #6/7: 


; 


spaces 


1G laintenence 


G mnasium 


. (currently 
available) 
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Diary of a war protester 


By J.C. SMITH 
Contributing Reporter 


fter a frigid trek from 
Gloucester to Boston 
Common on Feb. 15, I board- 


ed the bus to 42nd and Ninth Avenue 
in Manhattan. I took a seat near the 
back anticipating full capacity. The 
caravan of 12 busses left at 6:30 a.m. 

A joyous celebration for support- 
ing the option of peace in a time of 
imminent war took place, amidst vul- 
gar humor and many a fart on behalf 
of the group behind me in my age 
bracket. Too tired to participate due 
to a long week of full-time school 
and full-time work, I sat back with 
my eyes closed attempting to rest 
before an eight hour day walking 
through the elements on unnatural 
terrain, to just enjoy others’ freeform 
presence. 

The busses reached the destina- 
tion just after 11 a.m. Hundreds of 
people dressed in many layers joined 
thousands of people with hand made 
signs for a day of protest unmatched 
in all of history. The familiar smell 
of garbage and urban leaflet tumble- 
weed combined with the 24-degree 
air offended my respiratory tract, to 
say the least, as I stepped onto oil 
stained pavement just east of Times 
Square. 

Our organized group of 12 took 
to the streets and was immediately 
interrogated on the structure of our 
signs. 

“Stop! Stop right there, all of 
you!” demanded the second leather- 
clad NYPD officer we encountered. 
“You need to dismantle that.” 

The sign-post contained wood 
encased in cardboard, a potential 
weapon, in the eyes of the very peo- 
ple who took measures not only to 
cancel a nationwide poetry reading (a 
crucial element of culture), but to 
also deny the very occurrence of the 
march to the UN building on First 
Avenue on this very day, concluding 
that “heightened security measures 
outweighed the importance of 
upholding the First Amendment right 
to protest” (In the city so proclaimed 
as the democratic and cultural capital 
of the world). Though highly unlike- 
ly that the signpost would be put to 
use as a weapon, Matt, the sign hold- 
er, agreed to the request (so as not to 
provoke arrest and surrender his First 
Amendment right on such a monu- 
mental day.) He began destroying his 
sign that said “WE WILL FILL 
YOUR PRISONS BEFORE WE 
FIGHT YOUR WAR” on one side 
and “SAME OLD STORY, RICH 
VS. POOR” on the other. 

At least 12 paddy wagons sped 
by with no concern for pedestrians. 
One came to a screeching halt, near- 
ly flattening a citizen. The driver 
barked something inaudible in the 
commotion, and the officer, who had 
demanded that the sign be stripped of 
its potential use as a weapon in a 
peaceful protest, bolted across the 
street to one of many police vans. 
More sirens sounded and the white 
van with red and blue lights contin- 
ued on its socially destructive path. 
This man was on his way to further 
hinder our peaceful cause without 
even following through with his own 
prescribed rhetoric. We brushed it 
off and continued to walk. 

At Third Avenue we joined with, 
by far, the vastest sea of heads I have 
ever seen. Cops marched like sheep- 
dogs herding cattle. The Harvard 
‘Square, Cambridge communists 
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A chant began. Everyone knew the words and sang them loud 
hoping the entire world would hear. 


“Whose streets?” 
“Our streets!” 


pushed their propaganda newspapers 
(the most disillusioned solution to 
the problems at hand I can think of). 
Some sorry son of a bitch was trying 
to capitalize on the whole event by 
selling t-shirts, pins, bumper stickers 
and the like, as if anyone ever needs 
to prove that they were there. 
Apparently some did, because appar- 
ently peace is “cool” and nothing 
more than an image to uphold in 
order to not be shunned from a par- 
ticular group. Those same people are 
trying to turn what is looking to 
unravel as WWIII into a parallel of 
Vietnam when in actuality it is more 
like WWI and WWII, in that the US 
is doing its best to end a few obvi- 
ously evil regimes with no regard for 
their own citizens. Unfortunately 
those powers are winning the war 
they started when an American is told 
to give up his or her right to speak 
against the killing of anyone, no mat- 
ter how noble the cause. The object 
of this day was not to be anti- 
American. The peace rally was 
scheduled for the world to speak out 
against American and anti-American 
aggression. 

As we walked a few more blocks 
west toward Ist avenue, the sounds 
of circling handheld radios tuned to 
the same frequency combined like 

the swarming of bees. The bees 
estimated that the total number of 


protesters on the streets of major 
cities worldwide had reached almost 
ten million (and those were just the 
few countries where freedom of 
speech is allowéd without serious 
penalty). We reached Third Avenue 
at the corner of 49th street and could 
go no further. On top of that, we 
were then barricaded in from behind. 
At least fifty thousand people were 
now captive, shoulder-to-shoulder, 
toe to heel, within one city block. 
Twenty leather clad cops on horse- 
back reared through the sardines. 
One horse rammed me in the back 
with its head. I wanted to turn 
around and push over the cavalry like 
dominoes. That would, however, go 
against the cause, definitely induce 
teargas, and most likely cause a city- 
wide riot. So, I resisted my urge. 
Out came the pots and pans, the five 
gallon buckets, the djembe and 
bongo drums. The peaceful protest- 
ers clanked a natural cadence in 
spontaneous harmony. It was utterly 
beautiful and wrought with emotion 
(something the war machine lacks). 
A chant began. Everyone knew the 
words and sang them loud hoping the 


entire world would hear. “Whose 
streets?” “Our streets!” This was 
repeated several times. It did not 


persuade the higher power of the 
warmongers to let us on our way. 
The chant soon gave way to, “What 


do we want?” “Peace!” “When do we 
want it?” “Now!” I braced for the 
worst. Words were not convincing 
the guards to let us go. -As a final 
plea everyone chanted, “Let us 
through!” repeatedly. The rear barri- 
cade was lifted. We were able to 
retreat but not proceed. And retreat 
we did. 

Five hundred thousand people 
were determined to reach their goal 
of showing the UN building at Ist 
and 49th just how many citizens 
oppose the bombing of the innocent 
for fear of retaliation resulting in 
civilian casualties at home. It was 
quite obvious at this point that we 
would have to play the game of turn- 
ing all of Manhattan into a giant rat 
maze in order to achieve our goal. 
We were the rats and the cops, under 
orders down the line of power, 
moved the barricades strategically. 
We continued south all the way to 
74th knowing that once we were able 
to move two blocks west, we would 
have to backtrack close to thirty 
blocks north again. A woman had 
climbed halfway up a street lamp. 
Here eyes pierced through the fear in 
the air. She unfurled a six-foot-long 
American flag, the fifty stars 
replaced with corporate logos: 
McDonalds, Coca Cola, GAP, NIKE, 
Ford, Pepsi, NBC, CNN. She spoke 
with every ounce of clarity, volume 


and passion from her soul, “If you 
love your country and the ideals it 
was founded on, then don’t go to the 
mall, don’t drive an SUV, don’t eat at 
the cheapest place because it is all 
there is on your block. Choose 
peace. Don’t support the bored and 
the rich in pursuit of more wealth 
who have gone astray from all of 
human dignity, hiding their exploita- 
tion of those less fortunate through 
the media which they control. If you 
want the truth you must seek it. I, for 
one, will never give a nickel for com- 
fort through convenience founded on 
exploitation and death!” Another 
paddy wagon pushed through the 
crowd and came to rest after nudging 
the pole she stood on. She was going 
to jail for being braver than I, by 
merely exposing the truth to the 
masses, and with such emotion, 
about imperialism through corporate 
colonization and the state of war it 
has brought upon the world. 

“You are beautiful!” the masses 
agreed aloud. The pace slowed and 
frozen determined feet trampled an 
unattended barricade leading to First 
Avenue. A cheer started at least a 
mile away. Faster than the speed of 
sound, the joyous cheer grew to 
engulf a twenty-one-block diameter. 
We had made it, but for what. The 
police still surrounded us and a 
protest to our protest had begun com- 
plete with mockery and signs reading 
“Lenin’s useless idiots”. The main 
stage of the gathering was still out of 
view. It was captured through a mas- 
sive television screen and sound sys- 
tem. The whole site took on an air of 
peace for the sake of MTV’s Times 
Square promotion with unknown 
monetary support and possible hid- 
den agendas. Wouldn’t worldwide 
peace be nice? It would. But it is 
highly idealistic and lacking a point 
of commencement. Was this it? 

Apparently it wasn’t. To catch 
our bus back to Boston, we ventured 
toward Times Square. Somewhere 
around SOth and 3rd a couple of pro- 
testers had verbally denied police 
officers’ demands. They were 
severely beaten and lay in the road. 
When they wouldn’t move for an 
NBC vehicle to pass, they were 
arrested. It almost turned into a riot. 
Communist leaflets spewed from the 
tenth story. I was not interested in 
that solution. We turned our back 
and continued through Satan’s 
Fashion show (that’s Times Square) 
and waited at a pub for our bus to 
arrive at 6 p.m. In the pub, we were 
shunned to the corner and met with 
near physical confrontation for our 
last ditch efforts to prevent WWIII 
from officially beginning. So this is 
what New York City has become, 
vengeful at all costs. I mourn for the 
wrongfully lost and actively strive to 
prevent more of the same elsewhere. 

“Bush is still a pig!” became the 
popular outburst of the journey 
home, until everyone fell asleep. 
Indeed he is, but while facing 
exhaustion and unable to sleep 
amongst my fellow pawns on the bus 
I came to the conclusion that even a 
peace protest has its capitalist hidden 
agendas appealing to the masses with 
nostalgia. I smoked a butt out the 
back flap of the bus and watched the 
city lights pass over the horizon, 
fully expecting to see them crumble. 
I am glad they didn’t and maybe our 
day of protest delayed its occurrence. 
| am grateful to still breathe the night 
air. 
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Local backyard wrestling league 


By STEVIN 


BARTHOLOMEW 
Graphics Editor 


When you think of a professional 
wrestler, the first thing that comes 
mind is probably a huge guy with 
bulging mussels and who stands 
about 6 5’ and weighs about 275 
pounds. Take the complete opposite 
of that and you have your average 
backyard wrestler. I myself am 5 10’, 
155 pounds and maybe not good 
enough for the WWE. 

But I’m perfect for the GWF. 

The GWF_ or _ Groveland 
Wrestling Federation has been active 
for six. years now and has had its 
share of both ups and downs. 

When we started this thing back 
in 1997, there were only 6 people 
invloved. The wrestlers were Jimi 
Rey (myself), Danny Von Styke, 
Graham Chawhey, John “The 
Predator” Zolack, Sexy Laim and 
“Studley” Matt Dudley. That was the 
entire roster at the first show, which 
took place on Rollins Street in 
Groveland. After the first couple 
shows, other guys—well, I guess we 
were more like kids back then: we 
were only about 13 and of us was 
only 11 well other kids started to take 
interest in the neighborhood and the 


roster kept growing with new addi- 
tions like Bob “The Animal” 
Crawley, Kobe Styles Jr., and The 
Big Kahuna. 

Although when we had started 
this backyard wrestling (which had 
stemmed from us getting into 
fights/wrestling matches usually over 
basketball or whiffle ball) we had not 
really heard of anybody else doing 
this sort of thing. Then we “moved it 
on up.” We relocated from relatively 
unknown Rollins Street to Main 
Street which was known as, well, the 
Main Street in Groveland. There we 
had a good start to the second year, 
but torwards the end GWF started to 
lose a lot of its direction and resorted 
to outlandish gimmicks, such as 
“Backwood Brown,” a man who had 
supposedly been raised by llamas in 
the woods of Groveland. 

With these types of gimmicks 
along with a new campaign by all of 
the professional wrestling companies 
to try to get kids to stop doing this 
since the popularity of backyard 
wrestling had taken off and there had 
been several high profile cases where 
kids have gotten hurt. 


So it was clear that GWF could 
not survive without some change. 
And then change came in a big way 
at the beginning of the fourth season, 


GWE stopped its Groveland only 
policy and had people from Haverhill 
join the wrestling league. With this 
also came a new hardcore attitude not 
only from new Haverhill wrestlers 
such as Mr. Chaos but also from new 
Groveland superstars Luckey Rey 
(Jimi Rey’s brother) and Dan Luken 
who was originally called “The Big 
Bopper”. The GWF had a new injec- 
tion of adrenaline and a new wave 
started. In some ways you could say 
the 4th season got out of control there 
was the infamous fire tables that lit 
Bob “The Animal” Crawley on fire 
and singed the ears and hair of yours 
truly. Also it was the and only major 
injury when Bob “The Animal” 
Crawley had to go to Boston’s 
Children Hospital for several days 
after a leg drop off a cage went bad 
and he was hit in his already bad 
spleen but was ok after a few days of 
recovery “It was one of my prouder 
moments since even though I had 
internal bleeding and a broken rib I 
still finished the damn match”. 


After that the GWF new it was 
time to change along with some hard- 
core we took a more hilariously 
charged platform with some super- 
stars trying to stick to the drama of 
the match. Then a bombshell entered 
the GWF, a blonde bombshell. 


Stevin Bartholomew photo 
Nothing is off limits for the members of the Groveland Wrestling Federation, even defying gravity. 


Luscious the only woman ever to be 
involved in a wrestling match as Jimi 
Rey’s girlfriend/manager. She also 
was involved in a few matches and 
more often then not came out victori- 
ous this is what she had to say about 
wrestling against only men, “It’s fun 
being a girl and doing this, because 
I’m the only girl that does it. 
Everyone looks out for me, so it’s not 
like I’m afraid of getting hurt, but it’s 
a rush to be tossed around like that.”. 
As far as the women in the GWF all 
was well and good but there was 
another hardcore revolution coming 
to GWF it was the invasion of CWA. 
The CWA was a Haverhill promotion 
that went defunct but two superstars 
namely TKO and Justin Foley joined 
the ranks of GWF thanks to Graham 
Chawhey who had by then changed 
his name to Eric Day. I remember 
when they had their first match it was 
unreal because just about everyone 
else who joined was “green” and it 
took them a while to pick up the style 
but these guys knew what they were 
doing. 

“T was really nervous because we 
had to show them that we were still 
the best” said my “brother” Luckey 
Rey better known as Scott “boy” 
Luken. We did show them up but it 
took me jumping off the 15 foot 
entrance way and completely miss- 


ing and then doing it all over again, 
but it was worth it. 


So now the GWF seemingly had 
found the perfect balance with its 
brand of hardcore violence/drama/ 
and unrelenting hilarity. The Sth sea- 
son was short and was thought to be 
the last but now with a new writing 
team new Ideas and fresh gimmicks 
the GWE is looking to have one hell 
of a 6th season. Here are some of the 
superstars favorite moments up to 
this point. “I would have to say when 
we were onto of the entrance way 
and you were looking the other way 
right before we did the rock bottom 
through the 3 tables”, said Luckey 
Rey. “My favorite moment was when 
Kane’s brother Bane came out” said 
Bob “The Animal” Crawley. “My 
favorite memory of GWF was my 
debut match. It was so much fun!” 
said Lucious. “The best moment in 
GWE history was when Crazy Joyce 
was hit by a bottle rocket during his 
entrance” said DVS. In closing my 
favorite GWF moment is when Kid 
USA fought Osama Bin Laden right 
after 9/11 and after Kid beat the hell 
out of Bin Laden he showed the 
world what he was all about, ripping 
off Osama’s robes and showing the 
world that the terrorists wear 
women’s underwear. 


TOMES a: . 
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Safety is not a concern for the brave GWF wrestlers and crowd. 


GWF star “Bane” sports his trademark mask in front of the ring. 
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NECC's Music Club making strides 


By BILL DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


The Music Club is an active group 
of talented musicians and performers 
here at NECC. Since the start of the 
spring semester, the club has been 
struggling with budget cuts. In 
response, they have conducted fund 
raisers for student-based activities, 
instruments and the music program on 
campus. 

“Fund raisers such as bake sales 
raise money for musical equipment, 
student activities as well. We’re trying 
to do more fund raisers, more activi- 
ties,” said Prof. Michael Finegold, 
adviser to the Music Club and 
Coordinator of Music at NECC. 

The club’s next bake sale is the 
Wednesday before Spring Break. 

At the same time, the club is 
attempting to gain additional members 
and produce student awareness of the 
organization through local jams and 
flyers. Take also into consideration the 
club’s wide support and participation 
in local music events, such as the 
Piano-thon, Essex Chamber Music 
Players, and Spring concert, which are 
all coming to NECC’S Haverhill cam- 
pus in the next three months. 

Recent budget cuts have affected 
the club and music program on cam- 
pus. 

“I’m working on the new budget 
proposal right now. 20 percent of our 
funds have been cut back, there’s not 
much money left. Luckily, Dina Brown 
(coordinator of Student Activities) 
watches our books for us,” said 
Gordon Francis Blaney Jr., president of 
the club and junior majoring in Liberal 
Arts. 

Blaney had to reluctantly reject an 
idea presented to him by his Choral 
Director Sabrina Guintana because of 
the recent cuts. “She brought an idea of 
renting a harpsichord from overseas. 
But with the current budget I had to say 
no to her.” 

Despite the ominous budget, 
Music Club members have not given 
up on their goals. At the upcoming 
Piano-thon and Essex Chamber Music 
Players performance, club members 
will be present supporting the two pro- 
grams. 
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Music Club members break during a jam session. From left, Dan Milone, Ryan O’Malley and Nate Gendron. 


The whole point is to 
support fellow musi- 
cians 


—Gordon Francis Blaney Jr. 
Music Club President 


“The whole point of the club is to 
support fellow musicians and help 
music foundations. So we’ll be there, 
helping pass out tickets and programs 
at the door,” explained Blaney. 

The Essex Chamber Music Players 
are a collection of local well-known 
musicians led by Finegold. The concert 
features newly composed pieces on the 
history of Haverhill. “It’s being pro- 
duced in cooperation with The 
Haverhill Historical Society. I’m trying 
to get middle schools from around 
Haverhill to attend this event,” said 
Finegold. 

Finegold will be playing the flute 
at the concert, with Emmanuel 


Members of the Music Club chorus sing along with the piano. 


Feldman on violoncello, David Pihl on 
piano, and many more. The event takes 
place on Sunday, April 13 at 2:45 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. in the Conference Center of 
the Haverhill campus library. 

Tickets will be passed out by mem- 
bers of the Music Club: $10 for stu- 
dents, $5 for senior citizens and $25 for 
families. 

The club is also trying to increase 
its student membership. Bronwyn 


Crocker, vice president of the club and 
liberal arts major, recalls the atten- 
dance and awareness of the club over 
the past semesters. “The last couple of 
semesters, the club wasn’t as involved 
or known to the student body, which 
kind of sucks.” 

Crocker has ideas of gaining more 
attention from students this semester, 
although. “I’d like to do something to 
pull all music, arts and dance together 


The world loses a television legend 


“farewell mr. rogers 

kind smile and comfy sweater 
the neighborhood weeps-” 
-anonymous haiku 


By FRAZIER MOORE 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) Born too soon 
to be a childhood fan of gentle Mister 
Rogers, | became an adult fan by 
meeting him. 

What | found might not surprise 
his audience of millions. But any lin- 
gering skeptics might as well wake up 
to the truth: Fred Rogers was the same 
man in person as on television. 

He was waiting at the elevator in 
the AP building a decade ago when we 
had our chance first encounter. I intro- 
duced myself, then blurted out that my 
wife and I were expecting a child. He 
burst into a grin. 

*Abhh,” he said, “another chance 
to grow.” 

Here was a blessing and an “‘atta 
boy” and great good sense, all in one. 


Hearing it, I was never the same. 

With his death Thursday at 74 
from stomach cancer, Rogers now is 
rightly being remembered for his 
impact on children’s television. 

Those who grew up in the 1950s, 
as I did, watching the vaudevillian 
antics of cop- and sailor-clad kids’ 
show hosts, can certainly appreciate 
the quantum leap Rogers represented. 

Sure, Captain Kangaroo, whose 
CBS kids show premiered in 1955, 
was a kindly gent. But that master of 
the Treasure House was a fictional 
character no one ever confused with 
Bob Keeshan, who created and played 
him. 

By contrast, Rogers simply 
brought his own warm, gentle manner 
to the TV neighborhood. 

When he began the 34-year run of 
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” in 
1966, it apparently never occurred to 
Rogers that what he had to offer 
wouldn’t translate to TV, that nearly 
everything about his presence clashed 
with the prevailing style of kids’ fare. 
But that was the beauty of Fred 


AP photo 
Rogers wanted to be your 
neighbor. 


Rogers: He never meant to be a lead- 
ing man, at least in the show-biz sense 
of the term. Just as he was, he went on 
TV to tell kids: Love yourself for who 
you are. 

And he wanted them to know one 
other thing: We’re in this together. 

“There’s something inside each 
one of us, I think, that isn’t all brave 
and strong,” Rogers told me, “and I 
think that part looks for some kind of 


confirmation about the rest of who we 
are.” 

Those words are from a 1996 
interview, with which, it seemed, he 
had summed up his life’s neighborly 
mission.But the next moment, he cau- 
tioned, “Now, I haven’t said that too 
well. In fact, I’ve never said it before.” 

No apology. He was just remind- 
ing his listener not to take his words as 
gospel. For Rogers, an ordained 
Presbyterian minister, life was a con- 
versation, not a sermon. 

“It would have been sad for me,” 
he said, ‘to spend my life just trying to 
superimpose stuff on people rather 
than trying to encourage them to look 
within themselves for what’s of 
value.” 

Our get-together lasted an hour or 
so, during which Rogers never 
wavered from his glowing, unhurried 
manner. Even a deadline-juggling, caf- 
feine-jangled Manhattanite had no 
choice: Slow down, listen up, connect 
with the other guy. 

Rogers spoke of a_ recently 
deceased writer friend who “‘just 


David Willis photo 


so we can have a bigger force on cam- 
pus.” 

She admitted that the Music Club 
can build a community on campus. 

“If it wasn’t for this club, I would- 
n’t know as many people as I do now. 
This is a community with people who 
have different views on music.” 

Performances and jams are pre- 
sented to get students’ attention. Jams 
are performed in Jitters Café on the 
first floor of the Spurk building. 

“We produce lots of performances 
taking place in Jitters Café. We’re 
involved in producing bands in con- 
cert. Some bands we produce perform 
in the Sad Café in Plaistow, New 
Hampshire,” added Finegold. 

Blaney is considering to present 
live performances around campus. 

“We may do an open Cid concert, 
and attract attention not only to the 
music but the performance ensemble 
as well.” Kelvin Cid is a pianist and 
NECC student. 

Cid is among many others per- 
forming in NECC’S Spring concert in 
May. The program is a combination of 
Chorus I, Il and Ensemble I, Il. It 
debuts Saturday, May 3 and Sunday, 
May 4 at 2 p. m. in the Conference 
Center of the Haverhill campus library. 

“Tickets are $3 for everyone. It 
features some really good student per- 
formers. We’re well on are way of fin- 
ishing the production. 7 pieces are 
being taken into consideration to per- 
form,” said Finegold enthusiastically. 
Among them are possible renditions of 
the singer Ani DiFranco’s “Shameless” 
and the R&B, funk, pop group Earth, 
Wind, and Fire’s “Shining Star.” 
Finegold conducts the performance 
ensemble while Sabrina Guintana 
directs the chorus. 

Music Club are involved in this 
spring production as well. Bronwyn 
Crocker sings a solo along with the 
band on “Sea Jam Blues,” a Jazz num- 
ber. “Its my first solo performance so 
I’m excited!” said Crocker enthusiasti- 
cally. 

The group is continuing to raise 
funds and support local music pro- 
grams at NECC. 

In the future, the club plans on pro- 
ducing a hip-hop concert sometime this 
semester or the next. 


touches something in people that they 
long to hear,” though he might as well 
have been referring to himself. 

He asked a lot of questions. “I'd 
MUCH rather hear you talk about your 
life,’ he said mid-interview, 
“although I know that’s not why we’re 
here.” 

He noted with delight the people 
he was meeting on his New York trip, 
and the people who recognized and 
greeted him. 

“So many people have grown up 
with the ‘Neighborhood,’ I’m just their 
dad coming along,” he said. ‘You 
know, it’s really fun to go through this 
life with this face.” ” 

But for Rogers, his own face was- 
n’t the point. At the start of the inter- 
view, he had produced a small camera 
and, much to my surprise, asked to 
snap my picture. 

He explained he did that often as 
he moved through the world. Why 
not? Any dad wants family photos. 

Now his family will miss him. 
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Exclusive, with band ‘A Simple Plan’ 


By Manpy Cyr 
Contributing Reporter 


“Hi!!!” David Desrosiers cheer- 
fully shouts into the phone despite 
the fact that he, along with fellow 
band mates Pierre, Sebastien, Chuck, 
and Jeff, has caught the typical sea- 
sonal cold. Before I even get the 
chance to begin, the friendly guy I’ve 
met in the past starts asking me ques- 
tions. How am I doing and how are 
things going. Then he starts talking 
about the weather in Los Angeles, 
CA, and how warm it is compared to 
the “wintery” weather back home in 
Canada. 

He continues by telling me that 
they are in an LA airport getting 
ready to board a flight to New 
Orleans, LA to begin the tour with 
the Mighty Mighty Bosstones. Yet, 
the warm climate hasn’t stopped the 
guys from getting sick. Between the 
coughs and clearing of his throat, 
David tells me that he’s a little ner- 
vous because he needs to fill in for 
Pierre (who at this time had a throat 
infection) for the next couple of 
shows with the Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones. “I don’t know all the 
words to every song. I’m going to get 
on the plane and try to memorize the 
lyrics.” After assuring him that he 
would do fine, I wanted to talk more 
about the Mighty Mighty Bosstones. 
Or, should I say, talk about how 
MMB would fit into their already too 
busy schedule. 

After finishing up the Vans 
Warped Tour, the guys practically 
had no resting time before hopping 
aboard a plane to Japan to give the 
overseas fans what they were crav- 
ing. From there the guys would make 
their way to Australia. But, not 
before stopping by their home coun- 
try to accept an award for the debut 
album, ‘No Pads, No Helmets...Just 
Balls’, going Gold. 


“Tt was awesome. We didn’t real- 
ly expect that. Sometimes you have 
high expectations, and you get disap- 
pointed in life. It’s awesome.” 
Trailing a little bit off the subject, 
David continues on about the fans 
and cds, “It’s cool to know that peo- 
ple go buy the CD. Some of them 
bought it, some probably stole it, 
some burn it...that’s okay,” he stops 
to clear his throat then continues, 
“My favorite things is to buy a CD 
you can relate to. It’s cool to know 
that people relate to your music and 
support you.” 

After that the guys would finally 
land in Australia. Playing to both 
packed and sold out shows. Pausing 
for a moment, I asked David what he 
thought of fans overseas because 
artists usually site big differences 
between fans all over the world. 
David said there wasn’t a big differ- 
ence. Instead of the usual ‘Fans are 
calmer overseas’ comment, he 
laughed and said, “Well, not at our 
shows.” He mentioned that the fans 
were really appreciative. No, he 
doesn’t mean that to insult fans in 
any other country. He explains, 
“They don’t see us as often as oth- 
ers...like once every two months. So 
they really appreciate you being 
there.” He also said that he thought it 
was “cool” that the fans in Japan 
would sing along to their songs with- 
out even being able to speak English. 
He remembers the fans as very 
polite, but wild. David also wanted to 
comment on the scenary, and as far 
as that goes, he said that they had 
nice places and everything was beau- 
tiful. He also mentioned that being in 
Australia wasn’t a culture shock 
because Australia resembles America 
and Canada. 

While in Australia, the boys 
video for ‘I’d Do Anything’ was 
debuting on Total Request Live, and 
over the next few weeks, the video 
would either remain on the count- 


down, be a wannabe, or jump into 
rotation. When asked what his 
thoughts were on the TRL situation, 
David sort of sighed and said it was 
“cool”. He then brought up the over 
talked about subject of artists “sell- 
ing out” after appearing on TRL, and 
then, in a sort of ‘I’m rolling my 
eyes’ voice, David said that they 
don’t even realize how big that is 
because they aren’t from America. 
“Speaking for myself, I’m not going 
to sellout. If 1 was going to sellout, I 
would have done it already.” He 
thinks that way because he feels that 
he’s been to so many places, done so 
many things, and seen so many 
things, that he would have changed 
already. I mention that maybe some- 
times the people around the artist 
change and not necessarily that 
artists themselves. “Right. 
Absolutely right.” 

After flying back to the states 
and to Canada, the boys weren’t 
about to get some R&R. They had 
nonstop shows, TV appearances and 
recordings, and radio shows. Plus, 
they were preparing to go on tour 
with fellow punk rockers, and good 
friends, Good Charlotte. 

“This was one of my favorite 
tours,” gushes David. Within a blink 
of an eye he goes on and on about 
how much he enjoyed this tour and 
the company of the boys.of GC. He 
then began to talk about the fans at 
the shows. “Crazy shows. Most 
Simple Plan fans are Good Charlotte 
fans, and most Good Charlotte fans 
are Simple Plan fans, so that was 
good. I loved meeting the fans.” 

After the tour with MMB ended, 
they guys would come back to the 
US and Canada, then go back over- 
seas, to Hawaii, then home again, 
and now they will be over in Europe 
after finishing a tour here. Upon 
returning home they will begin tour- 
ing with fellow punk artist, Avril 
Lavigne 


Anime off to big screen 


Cartoon 

sensation “Cowboy 
Bebop” will be a 
movie 


By MIKE NICKERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Anime fans will be happy to 
know that the critically acclaimed 
Japanese television series Cowboy 
Bebop will be making the leap to the 
silver screen. “Knockin on Heaven’s 
Door” is scheduled to be released in 
major cities across America on April 
4, 2003. 

The story revolves around a 
group of bounty hunters (Spike 
Spiegel, Jet Black, Faye Valentine, 
and Ed) in the year 2071. The group 
finds themselves hunting down a 
violent former military officer 
named Vincent Volaju, who is sus- 
pected of a terrorist attack which 
destroyed a gas tanker that contained 
an airborne virus that completely 
erases the memories of its victims. 
The group decides to take on the 
mission due to the shear fact that 
well, they have no money and they 
need to eat, with a bounty of three 
hundred million dollars it’s not that 
hard to see why they would: ‘Trying + 


not to give away too much of the sto- 
ryline the group finds themselves 
tracking Valaju deep into Mars’s 
Moroccan district which can be best 
described as some what of a 
Chinatown. 

The story revolves around the 
hunt for Volaju and the characters 
that our group of bounty hunters 
encounters along the way. 

The movie itself, which was 
originally released in Japan in early 


a A Re 


The movie 


has recieved rave reviews 


Network’s Adult Swim) and his 
work on a new series based on the 
Matrix called Animatrix was inter- 
viewed by Animerica magazine. 

“Usually I don’t really target 
specific demographics or audiences- 
I create my works hoping to enter- 
tain my friends. . . .What I mean is 
that these people are not particularly 
anime fans, just regular folks. So I 
feel that if they enjoy it, then every- 
body else will.” 

For those people 
who wouldn’t normally 
consider themselves to 
be die-hard anime fans I 
would personally say 
you may want to give 
this one a chance. I 
suggest surfing the net 
because the subtitle 
Japanese version has 
been available for a 
while if you know the 
right places to look. 


September 2001, has received rave 
reviews and has been commended 
for keeping the characters true to 
their television form while adapting 
them for a larger audience. 

Recently it was previewed for 
the first time in America at the Big 
Apple Anime Fest 2002 where the 
director Shinichiro Watanabe, who is 
also known for his help in remaster- 
ing the Lupin III anime series of the 


From the looks of it 
Cowboy Bebop’s 
“Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door”has a 
very good chance of being just as big 
in American as it was in Japan. If 
you're still not sure about it you can 
check out this spectacularly drawn 
animated series, with its heavy jazz 
influenced soundtrack, now as part 
of the Cartoon Network’s Adult 
Swim on at 1:30 in the morning usu- 
ally right before the days first airing 
of “Tom and Jerry.” 


date £60s (nowsairing:on«the Eartoon « es ede ee eeet swt desde 


With Simple Plan opening for a 
lot of popular bands (Good Charlotte, 
Sugar Ray, and New Found Glory 
just to name a few), that got me won- 
dering when they would begin their 
own tour. David sighed and paused. 
After a moment he said he didn’t 
know. But, at this time, he doesn’t 
mind opening for other bands. “I 
think it would be awesome if we did 
our own shows. Obviously we have 
to play for longer every night. We try 
to move a lot. Try to give everything 
we have every night. I think it would 
be cool to headline our own, but you 
know what, I’m having fun opening 
for bands. We get to play with some 
of our favorite bands. You get to play 
every night.” 

As David apologizes for having 
to put me on hold for a second while 
he goes through the metal detector, 
then gets back on, laughs, and says, 
“You don’t know this, but you just 
went on a little black belt. You didn’t 
beep,” then puts me “down” again as 
he gets his luggage, gets back on the 
phone, and apologizes again, I won- 
der how anyone could or would crit- 
icize these sweet, talented young 
men. So, my curiosity gets the best of 
me, and I ask him how he deals with 
it. 

So after another sigh and cough, 
he answers (and from the words 
spewed at me, I get the feeling he’s 
not a fan of those who criticize), “I’m 
the only one who gets pissed off 
sometimes. Then I look at it and | 
laugh. Most of those people are just 
sometimes jealous. Sometimes they 
want to do that and they didn’t get to 
do it. Sometimes they just talk shit to 
everybody. Which is not going to get 
you anywhere in life I think. I used to 
be really sensitive about it...some- 
times I still am.” 

And, as most answers do when it 
comes to David answering the ques- 
tion, he continues with a story, 
“Sometimes the guys f--- around 


with me. They go, “Dude, did you 
read that newspaper and what it said 
about us?’ They invent stuff to see 
how pissed I’m gonna be. Then 
they’ll be like, “Oh, we’re kidding. 
The interview was awesome.’ | try to 
swallow it as much as I can.” He 
stops again. Then says, “Why are 
they talking about me? They don’t 
even know me.” All I can think of to 
say is, “Right,” as I feel guilty for 
bringing up a topic that obviously 
bothers him. 

David then brings up a conversa- 
tion that he and Benji of Good 
Charlotte had about how punk music 
gets knocked sometimes, and people 
telling them that they are not punk so 
they shouldn’t call themselves that. 
“We don’t understand that,” says 
David. 

To try and redeem myself, I bring 
up the subject of Simple Plan’s fans, 
and I think I hear him smiling on the 
other end of the phone. “Thanks 
everybody who came out to all our 
shows. We have one of the best fan 
bases in the world because all of our 
fans are really cool.” David again 
trails off, “Good Charlotte tour was 
good. Great fans. Tour was awesome. 
The fans are so cool to us.” 

He also took this little shout out 
opportunity to say this, “Hopefully 
they don’t think we’re changing or 
anything. We don’t even have a TV 
on the bus. We don’t even get to see 
the f---ing video on TRL. So we 
don’t even realize if it gets on there.” 
Changing the subject again, David 
mentions that if he were going to 
change he would have done it 
already. He tells me that he’s from a 
small town and that he didn’t even go 
to high school with the rest of the 
guys. 

I feel that everything David has 
said is true. He’s still a nice guy from 
a small town getting the chance to 
live out his dream. 


KNOw 


BOUNDARIES 


FOR A SAFE 


SPRING 
BREAK 


Mon. ~ March 10th 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Dimitry Building Atrium 
Lawrence Campus 


Know that you have the power 
to make responsible decisions 


Know your limits for sun exposure 


Know your sexual boundaries 


Wed. ~ March 12th 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Spurk Building Lobby 
Haverhill Campus 


Know that friendship means taking care 
of each other 


ow where your drink has beer 


Know that you can call a taxi 
for a safe ride home 


Co-sponsored by the NECC Substance Abuse Task Force and Student Health Services 
of the College Life & Healthy Living Unit ~ A Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services 
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Kiefer Sutherland and the cast of “24” 
‘24’ on FOX is 
intense, addictive 


By JAMES PAULL 
Contributing Reporter 


The Fox network has found a 
winner with the action-thriller “24.” 

The real-time Television show, 
starring Kiefer Sutherland as 
Central Terrorist Unit Special Agent 
Jack Bauer, tells a full day’s story in 
twenty- four episodes. 

At 8 a.m., in the first episode of 
the season, the plot is immediately 
revealed as a nuclear threat in the 
city of Los Angeles. The threat is 
believed to be one of a terrorist, a 
very touchy topic in the American 
public. 

Along with the 
threat of nuclear 
attack there is also a 
political scandal 
added to the scene. 
There is rumor of a 
conspiracy from 
within the govern- 


Those 


down and watch 
the show will 


lost if they don’t watch from the 
beginning. There are indeed some 
ties to the first season. 

The biggest connection to the 
second season is that in the previous 
twenty-four episodes, Jack saves 
the life of then-presidential candi- 
date David Palmer. In the midst of 
the struggle, Jack’s wife was killed. 
These events left Jack’s family life 
in ruins and his career in question. 
When the second season begins it is 
clear that Palmer is now the presi- 
dent and he needs Jack to help him. 

New episodes reveal new char- 
acters and plot twists. When a new 
person comes onto the scene there 
is usually a grace period in which 

we are to decide 


if they are a threat 
C C to the good guys, 


or part of the 


who sit plan. These 
moments of sus- 
picion add an 


important level of 


ment to destroy the become addicted. intensity to the 
presidency of show. 

President David The nuclear 
Palmer, played by bomb is allegedly 
Dennis __ Haysbert. set to go off by 


Every scene is intense and makes 
you feel as if time is also ticking for 
you. 

Each show will leave you beg- 
ging for more. You will not leave 
your seat until you are given a hint 
of what is going to happen the fol- 
lowing week. Once you have a clue 
of what is going on, you will be 
looking forward to the next hour. 

Those who sit down and watch 
this show become addicted. 
Watching “24” becomes a weekly 
tradition, excluding those who do 
not watch. It is a common occur- 
rence for someone who is new to 
the show to admit being hooked 
somewhere in the last 15 minutes of 
the action crammed hour. 

This being the second season of 
the show, some people feel intimi- 
dated and uninterested in “24” 
because they feel that they will be 


the end of the day. As the clock 
slowly approaches midnight, it is 
clear that something else will have 
to happen to fill the remainder of 
the eight hours. Even those who are 
exceptional at guessing surprise 
endings will have a tough time with 
this one. When the commercial 
says, “The most intense hour of 
action this year,” they are not lying. 

If you have not seen this show I 
strongly suggest that you sit down 
on Tuesday at 9 o’clock, turn off 
your cell phone, and enjoy the most 
amazing hour of action around. It is 
not just another television show. 
The concept of it is very new and 
exciting. You can actually sit there 
and follow your watch and the show 
will go along with it. When Jack 
Bauer says that he is expecting a 
tactical nuclear team to arrive in 15 
minutes, he means it. 


1974 grad returns for a play 
eee 


I tend toward realism in all I do. If Iam 
not believed, I have not been true to 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Stage and screen actress Mara 
Clark will bring to life a re-enact- 
ment of America’s best-known 
female poet, Emily Dickinson, at the 
Haverhill campus of Northern Essex 
Community College on Thursday, 
March 6 at 2 p.m. in the Bentley 
Library Conference Area. 

Clark is a 
1974 graduate 
of NECC and 
earned her 
degree in 
Theater Arts at 
Salem State 
College. She 
interned at the 

erkshire 
Playhouse in 
Stockbridge and 
studied at the 
Randall School 
for Theatre in 


Mara Clark 


Hartford, Conn. 

Clark has performed in numerous 
professional theaters throughout 
New England, appearing in produc- 
tions of “Blithe Spirit,” “Fallen 
Angels” and“Autumn Garden.” Her 
role of Kate Keller in “All My Sons” 
earned her a “Bestof Boston” award. 

“I try in every performance of 
every role to bring new life and spon- 
taneity to the character I play,” said 
Clark. With over 50 years of acting 
experience, Clark is still joyously 


myself. 


—Mara Clark 


performing. 

Clark says there is no great story 
behind her appearance here. She has 
been doig “Emily Dickinson” for 4 
or 5 years as well as a performance as 
Clara Barton. She describes her act- 
ing process as “not very specific.” 

“I was trained in Stanislavsky 
and have worked a great deal in that 
mode. However, when you have been 
in theater as many years as I, you 
tend to pick up ways of directing, 
projecting, and/or controlling your 
emotions that become pretty much 
your own and do not ‘fit’ another’s 
format. I tend toward realism in all 
I do. If | am not believed, I have not 
been true to myself nor to my audi- 
ence.” 

She lives in Newbury, about 20 
miles from campus and is semi- 
retired. 

“It is always a pleasure to come 
back to NECC where I still have 
friends. Years ago, the chairman of 
drama there, Susan Sanders, and I, 
along with a couple of gentlemen, 


held summer theatre in Building C as 
a group called The Comedy Theatre 
Company. I believe it was then that 
the theatre was dubbed The Top 
Notch Theater.” 

It is Clark’s opinion that the lack _ 
of space and equipment prevent our 
theater programs from truly blos- 
soming, but that “Susan and Jim 
Murphy havedone exemplary work 
with what they have.” 

She was disappointed to learn 
that the promised performing arts 
building had been reclaimed to 
become a technology center . 

“There is so much technology in 
performing arts nowdays that per- 
haps there is hope to direct some of 
that technological expertise towards 
productions on campus.” 

Mara Clark appears in conjunc- 
tion with the Life Long Learning 
program, which sponsors lectures, 
study groups and trips for older 
adults and others who would like to 
participate. 
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COMEDY 


FRI 9PM 
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GUEST HOUSE HOTEL 
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per person up to six people 
with this coupon 
must be 18 years old or over 
not valid with any other offer 
expires 4/30/03 
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NECC 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


Inspired by Leonard's ultranerdiness, bullies 
move beyond the “swirlie” to the more refined, 
rope-and-pulley-system “squealie.” 
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Announcing NECC’S 


Spring 


Celebration 
of the Arts 


Pride’s Crossing 


Tina Howe's inspriring story about eee 
missed opportunities. Directed by Jim Murphy. 
Fri & Sat, Marcu 28 & 29, 8PM 

Th, Fri, & Sat. Apri. 3, 4, & 5, 8PM 


Top Notch Theater 
$10 adults, $8 students/seniors 


Sor further information: 978°556°3374/jmurphy@nece.mass.edu 


Student Art Show 


A month long exhibit of art work 6 

? é b 
NECC students. 

Opening reception Fri. Aprm 11,4-7 PM 


Bentley Library Conferernce Area 
free 


Sor further information: 978*556°3388/tcargan@ nece.mass.edy 


Essex Chamber Music Players 


‘A unique event of concert treasures plus new works based 
on Haverhill’s history, including Brown's “Haverhill 
Sketches,” Rossi’s “Fantasy in Adi Talam,” & McMuflin’s 
"Clean Slipper Serenade,” as well as a “New Music Works 
& Haverhitl's History” 'pre-concert presentation with the 
composers, musicians and historian. 

Sun. Aprit 18: Pre-concert 3:45; concert 4 PM 
Benticy Library Conferernce Arca 

$10 adults, $8 students/seniors, $25 families 


for further information: 978*556°341 3/mfinegald@necc.mass.edu 


Kindred Spirits 


Performances & fine arts exhibit by 
NECC’s talented faculty & staff. 


I'ri. APRIL 25, 1:30-4 PM 
Bentley Library Conferernce Area 
free 


for further information: 978*556*3955/jkamber@necc.mass.edu 
SS 


Parnassus Slam 


Prose, poetry, & performances by NECC 
students. — , 
Wed. Arr. 30, 7PM 


Jitters Café 
free 


for fis ther informartions 978° 55 OTS VS ghrerag (Q nece.massecdu 


Still Point XXIX 


A dance program in modern, jazz& ballet idioms. 
aie : 


Fri, Sat, Apr. 25 & 26, 8 PM 
Fri, Sat, May 2 & 3, 8s PM 
Sports & Fitness Center, Haverhill Campus 


$8 adults, 55 students/secriors 


for further mformuation: DTS*556°S595/ emawhinneyQneccmass.cdu 


Spring Concert 


The NECC Chorus & Performance 
Ensemble will present a program with 

a variety of music styles: Blues, fatin, 
Folk, Rock, Pop, Broadway, & Classical, 


Sat, May $, 7:30 PM; Sun, May +, 2 PM 
Bentley Library Conference Arca 
$3 


Jor further information: 978*556°3 413 mfinegold @necc.mass.ed 


One-Act Plays 


A delightful & varied sampling of 10 minute 
plays, directed & performed by ‘NECC students. 


Sat. May §: 3 PM 

Sun, May 4: 7 PM 

‘Top Notch heater 

$10 adults, $8 students/scniors 


Jor further mformation: 278° 5 56°33 7 ssanders@nccemass.cdit 


This program is sponsored tn part by 
an MCCC grant from the Haverhill : 
Cultural Counctl, the Haverhill ca 
Hislorical Sociely, © contributions fe 
by Alden-Merrill Fine Desseris & 
the Salem Cala Co. 


Massachusetts Cultural Council 
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A healthy glow? The 
dangers of tanning 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
FASHION & FITTNESS EDITOR 


Winter- 
time brings 
fein 11" y 
reunions, 
snowflakes 
skiing, and 
thousands of 
people run- 
ning to tan- 
ning beds. 

a You should 
think before hitting the tanning 
salons about a few things. 

Other than the cosmetic aspect to 
tanning salons, there is nothing bene- 
ficial about them. Along with skin 
cancer, Overexposure to the danger- 
ous radiation can lead to a dysfunc- 
tional immune system, sun and eye 


burns cataracts, and photosensitivity 
reactions to medication. 

“Researchers estimate that a 20- 
minute visit to the tanning booth is 
equivalent to spending a day at the 
beach.” Michael Woo-Ming M.D, 
MPH states at www.findwinstler. 
com about tanning salons. 

We all know that prolonged sun 
exposure can lead to skin cancer, so 
why don’t we realize the dangers of 
tanning booths? When Jessica Parker, 
a Liberal Arts major, was asked what 
she throught was safer, sitting in the 
sun for a few hours, or tanning booth 
for a few minutes, she answered, 
“The tanning booth would be safer. It 
is a shorter period and it is a con- 
trolled amount of radiation, as where 
if are lying out in the sun for hours it 
is the pure sun beating down on you.” 

In many ways, the radiation 
given off by tanning booths is even 


more dangerous than the rays given 
off by the sun. 

Radiation in small amounts is 
good for your skin, it helps our bod- 
ies produce vitamin D. But in large 
amounts it can cause wrinkles and 
cause our skin to age, and no one 
wants that to happen. 

“I go tanning three times a week 
in the winter for about 15 minutes at 
a time. In the summer | do not go tan- 
ning I just lay out in the sun,” said 
Christian Smith, business major. 
Although that does not sounds like a 
long time that could not do much 
damage. You would be surprised how 
damaging it actually is to you skin. 

So next time you are thinking 
about going to the tanning salon for a 
few minutes, you may want to recon- 
sider. The tan will eventually fade 
away, the damage will not. 


file photo 


Consider the dangers of tanning beds and the life-long effects. 


In Hollywood, protesting war is latest fashion 


(KRT) 

Movies may, for the most part, be 
politically tame and notoriously slow 
to respond to current events, but 
some stars are doing their best to 
compensate with their mouths. 

So there was actor Ed Norton at 
the Berlin International Film Festival 
earlier this month saying, "It must be 
good to be in Germany and France 
because I have completely forgotten 
what it is like to be proud of your 
government." 

Norton's "25th Hour" director 
Spike Lee was on the same page 
regarding U.S. plans to invade Iraq, 
saying at a festival news conference, 
"Too many people are being bowled 
over by (President) Bush and Tony 
Blair in Britain. It's ludicrous to 


expect the whole world to follow 
what they want. America doesn't 
have the moral right to tell other peo- 
ple what to do." 

Other celebrity war opponents 
have included Martin Scorsese 
George Clooney, Dustin Hoffman , 
and Richard Gere. 

Then there was Sean Penn's 
"fact-finding" mission to Iraq in 
December, during which the actor 
said, "If there is a war or continued 
sanctions against Iraq, the blood of 
Americans and Iraqis alike will be on 
our hands." 

Celebrity outspokenness is noth- 
ing new and may enliven the public 
debate, but not everyone in the enter- 
tainment community is thrilled to see 
actors and filmmakers atop political 


soapboxes. 

"| think people always think suc- 
cess in show business gives them the 
right to be moral political arbiters," 
director Joel Schumacher said. "I'm 
not in that camp. I think you can pri- 
vately do whatever you want, but I'm 
always suspicious of how much ego 
is involved. I think the government 
will survive no matter what Ed 
Norton thinks of it." 

Dennis Hopper also attended this 
year's Berlin Film Festival and was 
asked for his opinions on the 
prospect of war, but his answer didn't 
make headlines. "I said, ‘I don't think 
this is the place to discuss it,’ 
Hopper said. "And that was the end 
of it." 

Actress Janeane Garofalo, how- 


ever, believes entertainers can pro- 
vide a useful alternative viewpoint 
when the media, in her mind, is so in 
synch with the government. "These 
same corporate entities have an inter- 
est in war, have an interest in profit- 
ing from war," Garofalo told the 
Washington Post, claiming that too 
many anchors and reporters "are 
willing to be a mouthpiece for the 
establishment and for White House 
propaganda.” 

Given the widespread specula- 
tion that war in Iraq may begin in 
mid-March, the March 23 Academy 
Awards ceremony could become a 
political speech-a-thon. Oscars pro- 
ducer Gil Cates said the show's poli- 
cy will be the same as it was 12 years 
ago during the Persian Gulf War: 


Presenters will be expected to stick to 
the script. 

Award winners, however, are 
another story. "If somebody wins the 
Academy Award and they have 30 
seconds to say thank you, while I 
think it's inappropriate for them to do 
anything else, I don't think it's uneth- 
ical," he said, adding that pins and 
ribbons also won't be outlawed. 

As for his overall view of enter- 
tainers playing politics, Cates said, "I 
make the distinction between actors 
that I would make with ordinary citi- 
zens. | think it's always interesting to 
hear a smart person discuss some- 
thing, and I think it's always sad to 
hear a stupid person discuss some- 
thing.” 


NECC graduates, students get national recognition 


Christie Gymziak of Haverhill, 
Proctor Hayes of Methuen, Renay 
McManus of Danville, N.H., Maria 
N. Rios-Moya of Methuen, and 
Terri Hill of Haverhill, all NECC 
graduates or current students, were 
recently recognized in the College 
Board’s 2002-2003 Talent Roster of 
Outstanding Transfer Students from 
Community Colleges Program 
(TRCC). 

The TRCC Program is a College 
Board initiative to recognize the 
exceptional academic achievements 
of transfer students from communi- 
ty colleges and encourage their 
recruitment by four-year colleges 
and universities. Students are nomi- 
nated by their community college 
based on the student’s GPA, which 
must be 3.0 or above, and have the 
intent to pursue a baccalaureate 
degree. 

More than 6,400 community 
college students were recognized as 
Talent Roster recipients for the 
2002-2003 program year. The 
names of these students are listed in 
a publication of outstanding com- 
munity college students, which has 
been released to colleges and uni- 
versities to encourage them to seek 


out these talented students as poten- 
tial candidates for admission. 

Founded in 1900, the College 
Board is a nonprofit membership 
association of schools, colleges, and 
other educational organizations. 
The College Board’s mission is to 
prepare, inspire, and connect stu- 
dents to college and opportunity, 
with a commitment to excellence 
and equity. 

McManus, was a business trans- 
fer major at NECC, involved in the 
Honors Experience, the Student 
Ambassador Program and Student 
Leadership Development. She grad- 
uated last May with High Honors 
and a GPA of 3.96. She is currently 
attending Southern New Hampshire 
University. She lives in Danville 
with her husband Bob and daugh- 
ters Erica and Andrea. 

Gymziak graduated from NECC 
with an Associate’s Degree in 
Graphic Design/Illustration with a 
GPA of 3.61. She was involved in 
NECC’s Peer Leadership 
Development Program. She plans 
on attending the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell this spring, 
where she will major in education 
and minor in design. She is the 


Proctor Hayes 


daughter of John and Linda 
Gmyziak of Georgetown. 
Rios-Moya, received her 
Associate’s Degree in Business 
Transfer. She graduated in May 
with High Honors and a 3.97 GPA. 
She is currently attending Southern 
New Hampshire University major- 
ing in business administration with 
an economic/finance concentration. 
Upon receiving her Bachelor’s 


Renay McManus 


Degree, she hopes to pursue a 
Master’s in Business 
Administration. She lives in 
Methuen with husband Pedro Sanz- 
Altamira. 

Proctor N. Hayes will graduate 
in May from NECC’s Registered 
Nursing Program. He hopes to work 
as a registered nurse while earning a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing. 
Eventually he hopes to earn a mas- 


Maria N. Rios-Moya 


ter’s degree and doctorate in an 
alternative treatment modality. He 
lives in Methuen with his wife 
Cheryl and sons Joshua and 
Jonathan. 

Hill, graduated from NECC’s 
Registered Nursing Program with 
High Honors and a GPA of 3.64 last 
May. 

She is currently working full 
time as an emergency room nurse. 
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The fashion disaster of the week 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Wow! Someone did not look in 
the mirror when she got up today, 
because if she did she would know 
that not only is this outfit not in style, 
she would see that it just plain looks 
bad. 

What’s up with the hat? Your hair 
cannot be that bad, that you would 
have to cover it up with that hat. It 
makes her face look short and fat. 
Debra Tsantarliotis, Liberal arts 
major has the right idea with having 
short hair, but you need to style it a 
little bit more. She has the perfect 
face for a cute short pixy hair cut, but 
Hun you’re going to have to put a lit- 
tle bit more effort into it than you are. 

OK, have you ever heard of 
makeup? You might want to try it; it 
would do you wonders. She has beau- 
tiful skin, but a little blush and mas- 
cara will not hurt her. “It only takes 
me ten to fifteen minutes to get 
dressed in the morning” Tsantartiotis 
states. It definitely shows that you do 
not take much time in the morning to 
get dressed. 

I know that not every girl is into 
makeup and dresses. However, as a 
female you should want to always 
look your best to present yourself as 
someone who is cares about their 
appearance. It can only mean you 


i 


“It only takes me 
ten to fifteen min- 
utes in the morn- 
ing.” 


Debra Tsantarliotis 


look and feel better about yourself. 

Now on to the T-shirt and sweat- 
shirt, do you even own a mirror? 
Cause if you do you might want to 
look into it occasionally. She has a 
tiny body, why would you want to 
cover that up. What she needs to do is 
go to the mall and get herself a tight 
sweater and a pair of heels. 

Someone was shopping in the lit- 
tle boys department, because those 
pants could not have been made for a 


Who told you this 


Did 
you borrow this 
from your brother? 


looked good? 


day? 


Someone has 


Having a bad hair 


{ been shopping in the 
little boys section. 


Jillian Stanton photo 


female to wear. “My style is comfort- 
able. I have to be comfortable.” 
Tsantarliotis explains her style. 
Comfortable is good if you’re shop- 
ping for pajamas, not for clothing that 
you're going be wearing in public. 

Someone please show this girl the 
error of her ways. She needs help and 
she needs it now. “ I only wear skirts 
when I have to. Other than that I 
never do,” Tsantarliotis says. Every 
girl needs to but on a skirt and heels 
occasionally. It’s your right as a 
female to wear skirts, heels, and frilly 
shirts. 

It hard when your when you have 
to get up early for classes and are up 


Ee 


“ My style is com- 
fortabe. I have to be 
comfortable.” 


Dedra Tsantarliotis 


late studying. And the last thing that 
you care about is how your hair looks 
and if your outfit looks good, but it 
only takes a little time to fix yourself 
up. 

I know that looks are not every- 
thing and that people should judge 
you for the person that you are and 
not because of the clothing that you 
wear. Nevertheless, the sad truth is 
that what you look like has a big 
impact on what someone thinks of 
you. Like it or not that is the way that 
society is today. Moreover, if you do 
not take the time to make yourself 
presentable what impression are you 
giving to people? 

Tsantarliotis is a big fashion dis- 
aster. From the boys clothing to the 
beanie hat, no one should be able to 
leave the house like _ this. 

Nevertheless, underneath it all there 
is a little cutie waiting to come out. 
With a little make up and some new 
cloths this girl could be the next “it 


girl.” 


The opinions in this article do 

not reflect those of the Observer 

staff or the NECC community. 
-ED 


Aries (March 21-April 19) 


What you lack 


in financial 
resources, you more than make 
up for in good looks and charm. 
You might get the financial 


everything out by yourself. It's 
OK to ask for an expert's help. 
And let your team cover for you 
on a tough job. Save your energy 
for later. 


resources, too, but not if you 


goof off on the job. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20) 


Shortages only make the 
game more interesting. You can 
get by on less than most people. 


Cancer (June 22-July 22) 

A demanding older person 
may be getting you down, but 
odds are good you don't let it 
show. You're earning your keep. 
It'll get easier soon. 


Congratulate yourself as you do 


it again. 


Gemini (May 21-June 21) 


You don't have to figure 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 

You're pretty gung-ho, and 
you're lucky. Your odds of win- 
ning are high, but you're not the 


only one on the team. Make sure 
teammates get some applause. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

If you're in the business of 
caring for other people's money, 
watch out. Have the facts 
straight. And stay cool even if 
others don't. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

You may have to thread your 
way through a minefield to 
achieve your goal. Not a prob- 
lem, right? You have a natural 
talent for locating hot spots and 
skirting around them. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 

A little competitiveness is 
good. It gets you going. Try not 
to get angry, though. That dulls 
your edge and messes up your 
timing. 


Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec. 21) 

This is another good evening 
for talking and not talking _ 
preferably the latter, in the com- 
pany of somebody you love, in 
the privacy of your own home. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
State your position forceful- 
ly, and you'll get your message 


across. You don't have to be the 
loudest one. Your certainty is 
persuasive. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
If you hit the books, you may 


find the puzzle piece you're 
after. A loved one with more 
experience can point you in the 
right direction. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Money is only a concept. It 


can be created and destroyed. If 
some of yours was destroyed 
recently, you have your motiva- 
tion. Don't give up. 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The difficulty involved with 
trying to come to terms with an 
alcohol problem is one of the 
hardest things a person will ever 
have to do. 

The helpless feeling that can 
creep into your mind leads to 
depression and a low sense of 
self. 

Vin Baker is apparently deal- 
ing with these things and 
although I wouldn’t wish that on 
anybody, I don’t believe he 
should be getting boatloads of 
sympathy. 

The Celtics have suspended 
the troubled forward for two 
weeks so he can clean up his act 
and get on with his career. 

During that two-week period 
Baker will not be getting paid, 
which is the correct stance 
because he will not be working. 

| hope Baker can get well so 
he can try and salvage something 
from his career, one that has been 
in a tailspin since he was traded 
to Boston from Seattle in the fall 
along with Shammond Williams, 
a trade that has been called one of 
the worst in the history of Boston 
sports. 

Baker is a grown man and at 
some point he needs to take 
responsibility for his actions, 
which means getting help and 
getting on with his life and career. 


By DAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


Without question, Vin Baker has 
been a major disappointment for the 
Celtics this season. His average 
points per game is 5.2, seven points 
lower then his previous worst. His 
contact is unmanageable and it’s 
impossible to trade him. 

With that said, I believe Vin 
Baker deserves a great deal of sym- 
pathy. 

Baker is dealing with alcoholism, 
which is a very serious disease. It 
also seems that he’s suffering from 
depression, which is one of the worst 
things that can happen to a person. 

It is important to remember that 
professional athletes are humans too. 
They suffer the same as any other 
person. ; 

It’s important he receives the 
support of Celtics fans because he 
will need it to pull him through this 
difficult time of his life. 

Baker still has potential. He was 
an All-Star, and has a career scoring 
average of 16 points per game. He is 
also a big man, which is always 
good. Once he gets his mind in order, 
hopefully his game will follow. 

I’m no going to lie, I haven’t 
fully supported Baker. I’ve booed 
him while attending game and yelled 
at him through my TV screen. But 
since his health problems have come 
out, I believe this changes a lot. 

With his contract as it is, Boston 
will have to deal with Baker for the 
near future, so everyone better get 
used to him. 


It’s the most wonderful time of the year 


Ahhh! That 
is all I can say 
as my favorite 
time of year 
creeps closer 
and closer. It’s 
, the beginning of 
March, and the 
“Boys of 
Summer” are 
currently scat- 
tered all around Florida and Arizona 
working the kinks out before the end 
of the month when all that is bad will 
turn to good and the impossible will 
become possible. 

Baseball season is upon us ladies 
and gentleman, boys and girls, chil- 
dren of all ages. I love America’s 
Pastime more than I can accurately 
put into words, so I’ve decided to 
share with you one of the greatest 
passages ever written, spoken or 
thought about. It comes from the film 
“Field of Dreams” where James Earl 
Jones delivers this powerful message 
that everybody should hear. If you 
have been privileged enough to hear 
it, then enjoy it again. 

For those of you who haven’t, it’s 
about time. 


People will come, Ray. 

They'll come to Iowa, 

For reasons they cant even fath- 
om. 

They'll turn up your driveway, 

Not knowing for sure why they're 
doing it. 

They'll arrive at your door, 

Innocent as children, 

Longing for the past. 

Of course we wont mind if you 
look around, 


SE eee 


But Baseball has 
marked the time. 

James Earl Jones 
You'll say, 


It’s only twenty dollars per per- 
Son. 

They'll pass over the money 

Without even thinking about it, 

For it is money they have, 

And peace they lack. 

And they'll walk out to the 
bleachers, 


And sit in their shirtsleeves, 

On a perfect afternoon. 

And they'll find they have 
reserved seats 

Somewhere along one of the 
baselines, 

Where they sat when they were 
children, 

And cheered their heroes. 

And they'll watch the game, 

And it will be as if they'd dipped 
themselves in magic waters. 

The memories will be so thick, 

They'll have to brush them away 
Jrom their faces. 

People will come, Ray. 

The one constant through all the 
years, Ray, 

Has been baseball. 

America has rolled by like an 
army of steamrollers. 

It’s been erased like a black- 
board, 

Rebuilt, and erased again; 

But baseball has marked the 
time. 

This field, this game, it’s part of 
our past, Ray. 

It reminds us of all that once was 
good, 

And it could be again. 

Oh, people will come, Ray. 

People will most definitely 
come.” 


Boston sports fans: don’t forget the Celtics this spring 


Baseball 
season is less 
then a month 
away, and 
since Boston’s 
first love is 
baseball, most 
New England 
fans have 
already caught 
spring fever. 
But in_ this 
frenzy, there is 
one thing to remember, the Celtics 
aren’t done yet. 

The Celtics have had a very solid 
season, at 33-26, and are fifth place in 
the Eastern Conference. They are in 
firm position to not only make the 
playoffs, but also make an impact on 
the weak Eastern Conference race. 

Despite the historic failure of Vin 
Baker (see point/counterpoint, for 
what may have been the worst trade 
in Boston history) the C’s have man- 


aged to stay together and play well. 

All-stars Paul Pierce and Antoine 
Walker have become one of the most 
potent scoring duos in the NBA, and 
have never played better. 

Pierce has developed into a reli- 
able go-to guy, averaging 26.2 points 
per game, and is one of the toughest 
players in the NBA. 

Walker has become the C’s sec- 
ond option, but is playing the best 
ball of his life. He is averaging 21.2 
points per game and is tied with 
Pierce for the team lead in assists 
with 4.5 per game. 

It is no mystery that the fate of the 
Celtics lays strongly on their stars’ 
shoulders, but they do have help. 

Center Tony Battie is finally 
healthy, and is capable of making a 
big impact on offense and defense. 
Veteran forward Eric Williams is still 
a capable scorer and a solid defender. 
Also, guard Tony “instant offense” 
Delk is a scoring threat. 

A big surprise has been rookie 
point guard J.R. Bremer. Bremer, 
who signed with the team as a rookie 


free agent out of St. Bonaventure, 
wasn’t even on the C’s radar at the 
beginning of the season, but with his 
surprising play, he has taken firm 
control of the point guard position. 

Bremer’s emergence also allowed 
the Celtics to trade guard Shammond 
Williams to the Nuggets for center 
Mark Blount. While he isn’t 
Shaquille O’Neal, at 7 feet tall and 
250 pounds, Blount gives the C’s the 
inside muscle they hoped to get from 
Baker. 

Saving the best for last, Walter 
McCarty’s impact on the Celtics has 
been immeasurable. At 6-10 and 230 
pounds, the versatile swingman has 
the ability to play center or forward, 
but also has the quickness and agility 
to play guard. What can I say, “I Love 
Walta.” 

While it may not be time to start 
planning the World Champion 
parade, it also isn’t time to put full 
attention into baseball. It should be an 
exciting spring not only for the Red 
Sox, but for this very good Celtics 
team as well. 
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The men’s basketball team tightens up on defense 


Luis Juarbe and 
Elvin Reynoso lead 
the Knights 


By TIM SILVA 


Sports Editor 
Men’s Basketball 
Heading into the NJCAA 


Regionals the NECC men’s basket- 
ball team has a lot to be proud of. 

After finishing the season at a 
very respectable 12-12, the Knights 
drew rival Massasoit Community 
College in the first round of the 
MCCAC Tournament. 

The Knights dropped a_heart- 
breaker, 52-49 but played what coach 
Darren Stratton called a solid defen- 
sive game. 


Luis Juarbe notched a double- 
double in the game scoring 10 points 
and grabbing 10 rebounds. 

“Luis has been huge,” said 
Stratton. “He’s been 


Regionals on March 1. We will have 


all the results in the next issue of the 


Observer. 


son 


having just defeated the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, 
76-34 to improve to 18-4 on the sea- 
son. 


forced to play out of top players for 


a bit of a distraction 
but he’s just had a 
great season.” 

The Knights are 
ranked in the Top 10 
nationally among 
Division III] junior 
colleges in team 
defense. A lot of the 
credit for that can be 
given to Methuen 
native Elvin Reynoso. 
The sophomore captain has compiled 
some impressive stats including 126 
rebounds and 32 steals. 

The Knights were slated to take 
on Roxbury Community College in 
the first round of the NJCAA 


Luis has been huge... he’s just had a great 
season. 


—Darren Stratton 


Turning back the clock 


A little NECC history lesson for 
the Knights sports fans. Going back 
20 years to 1983, the women’s bas- 
ketball team was enjoying a fine sea- 


Among the 
were Fran 
Leeman (13.3 


points per game), 
Donna _ Johnson 
(60 assists) and 
Sandy King (175 
total points). 

Ten years 
ago, in 1993 the 
men’s basketball 
team featured a 
record setting 
performer in Eric Freund. The 6-5 
forward from Salem, N.H. notched 
his 1,000th point at the tail end of the 
1993 season, becoming jus the sec- 
ond player to have done so at NECC 
at the time. 


Former Knights captain Joe 
Marshall is the last player to reach 
the milestone. He notched his 
1,000th point in 2001. 


On the Horizon 


The NECC baseball team is gear- 
ing up for another season. Coach 
Kerry Quinlan’s squad has started to 
practice indoors at the Sport and 
Fitness Center. 

With a little luck the Knights will 
be taking the field in April shortly 
after returning from spring training 
in Florida. 

Last year the Knight season was 
put on hold due to the late surge of 
bad weather that made the playing 
conditions unacceptable. 


Top 10 Red Sox of all-time: #45 Is #5 


Pedro Martinez 


claims the #5 spot in 
the Top 10 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


#5 Pedro Martinez 


When a man that weighs 180 
pounds and stands just under six feet 
tall can strike fear in the hearts of 
grown men by starring them down 
with a baseball in his hand, that man 
is Someone special. 

The man mentioned above is 
Pedro Martinez and for the last five 
years he has dazzled the sports fans 
of Boston and the entire baseball 
community with an arsenal of pitch- 
es that includes several selections 
many lifelong baseball people have 
never seen. 

Since being acquired from the 
Montreal Expos in November of 
1997 for Tony Armas Jr. and Carl 
Pavano, Pedro has compiled a record 
of 87-24 while sporting an obscene 
2.27 earned run average (ERA) and 
collecting two American League Cy 
Young Awards in 1999 and 2000. 

What Pedro has been able to 
accomplish in five seasons with the 
Red Sox is nothing short of remark- 
able. Add to that the fact he missed 
well over half the 2001 season with 
arm problems and what you have is a 
pitcher that will rival Cy Young, Joe 
Wood and Roger Clemens as the 
greatest pitcher in Red Sox history 
when his career comes to an end. 

What makes Pedro even more 
enjoyable to watch is his obvious 
love for the game of baseball. On 
days he isn’t on the mound Pedro is 
the life of the clubhouse and dugout. 
His picture perfect smile and friendly 
demeanor have made him one of the 
most popular athletes in Boston 
sports history. 

Pedro has been involved in some 
of the most memorable moments in 
team history over the last few years. 
His Memorial Day weekend dual 
with Roger Clemens in 2000 was 
legendary. As was the night in April 
1999 when he fanned 17 Yankees in 
a 3-1 Red Sox win. 


But perhaps his greatest moment 
came in the 1999 Divisional Playoffs 
against the Cleveland Indians. After 
leaving game one of the series with a 
lower back strain, Pedro came into 
the decisive game five in the fourth 
inning and dominated the Tribe 
allowing no hits and striking out 
eight in six scoreless innings of work 
as the Sox won the game and the 
series. 

Pedro came off his injury short- 
ened 2001 campaign to have a stellar 
2002 season in which he went 20-4 
with league best a 2.26 ERA. Pedro 
finished a close second to Oakland’s 
Barry Zito in the A.L. Cy Young vot- 
ing but that was of no bother the fire- 
baller proved he was back in a big 
way. 
When I tell my kids some day 
about the great players that graced 
the field that they’re starring at as we 
watch the Sox play at Fenway, I’Il 
obviously mention Teddy Ballgame 
and Yaz and the “The Curse of the 
Bambino,” but what Ill take the 
most pride in is being able to say | 
saw Pedro Martinez pitch. 


photo courtesy of redsox.com 


Pedro doing a little long toss 

in Fort Myers at spring train- 
ing. Martinez is beginning his 
sixth season with the Red Sox. 


photo courtesy of redsox.com 


Pedro Martinez delivers one of his many devastating pitches at Fenway Park. 
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A fun day at Winterfest 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


When a student walks into the 
NECC Sports and Fitness Center, 
odds are they don’t expect to see a 
party going on, but that is exactly 
what they would have encountered if 
they found their way over on Feb. 19 
from Il a.m. to 1 p.m., when 
Winterfest was taking place. 

“Attendance is lower then we 
had hoped,” said Dina Brown of stu- 
dent activities, “but everyone who 
came is having fun.” 

There was a lot to enjoy at the 
event that was meant to “give stu- 
dents relief from school and the 
weather,” said Jodi Paciulan, the 
clerk to student activities. 

The favorite activity of 
Winterfest was the chance for stu- 
dents to have a free caricature drawn 
of them. If students were patient 
enough to wait in the long lines, and 
lucky enough to get to the artists 
before they were finished, they were 
able to get their picture drawn doing 
the activity of their choice. Activities 
from baseball to boxing and from 
rapping to just being tough were 
activities NECC students chose to be 
pictured doing. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” Derek Brough, 
an NECC student who was drawn 
playing baseball, said of the event. 

“IT enjoyed taking part in such a 
fun event,” said Josh Madruga of 
Fun Enterprises. Mandruga drew 
many of the caricatures. 

Photographs were also available, 
but with a winter twist. Students first 
stood in front of a blue screen and 
had their picture taken by a profes- 
sional photographer. The picture was 
then immediately developed, cut into 
a circle and placed into snowflake- 
shaped frame. The best part was it 
was also free. 

Other events, such as a dominos 
game, were the entertainment of 
choice for those in attendance. 
However, to the disappointment of a 
few, the paper football tournament 
had to be canceled due to a lack of 
interest. 

Free food was also available to 
students and faculty. Soup, popcorn, 
soda and other such treats were free 
for the taking, and all in attendance 
were encouraged to have a taste. 

A DJ supplied the music of the 


afternoon. The music selection was 
mostly hip-hop, consisting of such 
rap heavyweights as Sean “P. Diddy” 
Combs, Missy Elliot and Ludacris. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy the selec- 
tion, which caused many to start 
dancing, which is what rap music is 
meant for. 

A free raffle was also available to 
partygoers. Anyone in attendance 
could enter a raffle for a chance to 
win, among other things, a Walkman 
portable radio, a hand held massager, 
and a tee shirt. Ten bags containing 
those items were to be raffled off at a 
later date, and the winners would be 
contacted. 

Education, however, was not lost 
in all the fun. There was a lesson to 
be learned at this event. 

Health tips, or “survival tips,” for 
winter weather were stressed at 
Winterfest. 

“This event is to celebrate winter 
along with winter health tips,” said 
Donna Montalbano, the coordinator 
of student health services, “It’s 
health information with fun.” 

These health tips were posted on 
large boards that were placed right 
by the door. The tips were also print- 
ed on sheets of paper for people who 
wanted to take a copy home. 

Some of the health tips involved 
how to survive in a winter emer- 
gency. Tips on finding quality shel- 
ter, drinkable water and starting a fire 
for warmth were available. It also 
had other facts on safety risks facing 
a person trapped in winter condi- 
tions. 

Tips on avoiding a winter cold, 
or “fighting the cold war,” were also 
available. It encouraged such precau- 
tions as washing hands consistently 
and not sharing food or drinks with 
people to avoid catching a cold or 
passing a cold to others. 

But the tip that was stressed the 
most was skin care. Information 
about the damage winter wind, sun 
and other conditions can have on 
skin was available. Along with it 
were tips on how to avoid the skin 
problems caused by winter weather, 
and how to improves ones _ that 
already exist. 

With music, food and free activi- 
ties, Winterfest was an enjoyable 
activity for students and faculty 
alike. 


David Willis photo 
A game of dominos was the entertainment of choice for some. 
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A snow background and photographer were present for free pictures, often of a group of friends. 


tami 
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NECC student Derek Brough pictured playing ball. 
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A perfect gift for mom, a picture to save . 


